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FOR  THE  PUBLICATION  OF 

UISTOEICAL  AND  LITEllAEY  REMAINS 

CONNECTED  WITH  THE  PALATINE  COUNTIES  OF 

LANCASTER  AND  CHESTER. 


Council  for  the  year  1877-78. 

JAMES  CROSSLEY,  Esq.,  F.S.A. 

The  Rev.  F.  R.  RAINES,  M.A.j  F.S.A.,  Hon.  Canon  of  Manchester,  Vicar  of 
jMilnrow,  and  Rural  Dean. 

(Cauiiril. 

JOHN  E.  BAILEY,  Esq.,  F.S.A. 

WILLIAM  BEAMONT,  Esq.  - 

The  Very  Rev.  BENJAMIN  MORGAN  COWIE,  B.D.,  F.S.A.,  Dean  of  Manchester. 
The  Worshipful  RICHARD  COPLEY  CHRISTIE,  M.A.,  Chancellor  of  the  Diocese 
of  Manchester. 

LIEUT.-COLONEL  FISHWICK,  F.S.A. 

HENRY  II.  IIOWORTH,  Esq.,  F.S.A. 

WILLIAjM  LANGTON,  Esq. 

The  Rev.  JOHN  HOWARD  IMARSDEN,  B.D.,  F.R.G.S.,  late  Disney  Professor. 

The  Rev.  JAMES  RAINE,  M.A.,  Canon  of  York,  Fellow  of  Durham  University. 
FRANK  RENAUD,  Esq.,  M.D.,  F.S.A. 

ARTHUR  H.  HEYWOOD,  Esq. 

|il0norar!)  ^ccrttari). 

R.  HENRY  WOOD,  Esq.,  F.S^A.,  F.R.G.S., 

Mem.  Corr.  Soc.  Antiq.  do  Normandie. 


RULES  OF  THE  CHETHAM  SOCIETY. 

1.  That  the  Society  shall  be  limited  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  members. 

2.  That  the  Society  shall  consist  of  members  being  subscribers  of  one  pound  annually,  such  subscrip- 
tion to  be  paid  in  advance,  on  or  before  the  day  of  general  meeting  in  each  year.  The  first  general  meeting 
to  be  held  on  the  23rd  day  of  iVIarch,  1843,  and  the  general  meeting  in  each  year  afterwards  on  the  1st  day 
of  March,  unless  it  should  fall  on  'a  Sunday,  when  some  other  day  is  to  be  named  by  the  Council. 

3.  That  the  affairs  of  the  Society  be  conducted  by  a Council,  consisting  of  a permanent  President  and 
Vice-President,  and  twelve  other  members,  including  a Treasurer  and  Secretary,  all  of  whom  shall  be 
elected,  the  first  two  at  the  general  meeting  next  after  a vacancy  shall  occur,  and  the  twelve  other 
members  at  the  general  meeting  annually. 

4.  That  the  aceounts  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  Society  be  audited  annually,  by  three 
auditors,  to  be  elected  at  the  general  meeting;  and  that  any  member  who  shall  be  one  year  in  arrear  of 
his  subscription,  shall  no  longer  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  Spciety. 

5.  That  every  member  not  in  arrear  of  his  annual  subscription,  be  entitled  to  a copy  of  each  of  the 
works  published  by  the  Society. 

6.  That  twenty  copies  of  each  work  shall  be  allowed  to  the  editor  of  the  same,  in  addition  to  the 
one  to  which  he  may  be  entitled  as  a member. 

Applications  and  communications  to  he  addressed  to  the  President,  Stocks  House j Cheethanij 
Manchester,  or  to  the  Honorary  Secretary,  Penrhos  House,  llnghy. 


rUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  CHETHAM  SOCIETY. 


,01  First  year 

I.  Travels  in  Holland,  the  United  Provinces,  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  1634-1635.  By  Sir 
'William  Brereton,  Bart.  Edited  by  Edwaud  Hawkins,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  F.S.A.,  F.L.S.  fy.  viii,  206. 

II.  Tracts  relating  to  Military  Proceedings  in  Lancashire  during  the  Great  Civil  War.  Edited  and 
Illustrated  from  Contemporary  Documents  by  George  Ormerod,  D.C.L.,  F.R.S.,  F.S.A.,  F.G.S., 
author  of  “The  History  of  Cheshire.”  xxxii,  372. 

III.  Chester’s  Triumph  in  Honor  of  her  Prince,  as  it  was  performed  upon  St.  George’s  Day  1610,  in 
the  foresaid  Citie.  Reprinted  from  the  original  edition  of  1610,  with  an  Introduction  and  Notes. 
Edited  by  the  Rev,  Thomas  Corser,  M.A.  fp.  xviii,  36. 

Second  year  ( 1 844-5). 

I'U.  The  Life  of  Adam  Martindale,  written  by  himself,  and  now  first  printed  from  the  original  manu- 
script in  the  British  Museum.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Parkinson,  B.D.,  Canon  of  Slanchester. 
xvi,  246. 

Y.  Lancashire  Memorials  of  the  Rebellion,  1715.  By  Samuel  Hibbert-Ware,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  &c. 
X,  56,  and  xxviii,  292. 

VI.  Potts’s  Discovery  of  Witches  in  the  county  of  Lancaster.  Reprinted  from  the  original  edition  of 
1613  ; with  an  Introduction  and  Notes  by  James  Crossley,  Esq.  'pp.  Ixxx,  184,  52. 

Third  year  (1845-6). 

VII.  Iter  Lancastrense,  a Poem  written  a.d.  1636,  by  the  Rev.  Richard  James.  Edited  by  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Corser,  M.A.  pp.  cxii,  86.  Folding  Pedigree. 

VIII.  Notitia  Cestriensis,  or  Historical  Notices  of  the  Diocese  of  Chester,  by  Bishop  Gastrell.  Cheshire. 
Edited  by  the  Rev.  F.  R.  Raines,  M.A.,  F.S.A.  Vol.  I.  pp.  xvi,  396.  Plate. 

IX.  The  Norris  Papers.  Edited  by  Thomas  Heywood,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  pp.  xxxiv,  190. 

Fourth  year  ( 1 846-7). 

X.  The  Coucher  Book  or  Chartulary  of  Whalley  Abbey.  Edited  by  W.  A.  Hulton,  Esq.  ~ Vol.  I. 
pp.  xl,  338.  Plate. 

XI.  The  Coucher  Book  or  Chartulary  of  Whalley  Abbey.  Vol.  II.  pp.  339-636. 

XII.  The  ^loore  Rental.  Edited  by  Thomas  Heywood,  Esq,,  F.S.A.  pp.  Ixx,  158. 

Fifth  year  (1847-8). 

XIII.  The  Diary  and  Correspondence  of  Dr.  John  Worthington.  Edited  by  Jas.  Crossley,  Esq.  Vol.  I. 
pp.  viii,  398. 

XIV.  The  Journal  of  Nicholas  Assheton.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  F.  R.  Raines  M.A.,F.S.A.  pp.xxx,164. 

XV.  The  Holy  Lyfe  and  History  of  Saynt  Werburge,  very  frutefull  for  all  Christen  People  to  rede. 
Edited  by  Edw’ard  Haw'Kins,  Esq.  pp.  xxviii,  10,  242. 

Sixth  year  (1848-9). 

XVI.  The  Coucher  Book  or  Chartulary  of  Whalley  Abbey.  Vol.  III.  pp.  xli-liv,  637-936. 

XVn.  Warrington  in  1465.  Edited  by  William  Beamont,  Esq.  pp.lxxviii,  152. 

XVni.  The  Diary  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Newcorne,  from  September  30,  1661,  to  September  29,  1663. 
Edited  by  Tho.mas  Heywood,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  pp.  xl,  242, 
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VOL  Seventh  year  (i  849-50). 

XIX.  Notifcia  Cestriensis.  Vol.  II.  Part  I.  Lancashire,  Part  I.  pp.  iv,  160,  xxviii. 

XX.  The  Coucher  Book  or  Chartulary  of  Wlialley  Abbey.  Vol.  IV.  ( Conclusion),  pp.  Iv-lxiii,  937- 
1314. 

XXI.  Notitia  Cestriensis.  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  Lancashire,  Part  II.  pp.  Ixxvii,  161-352.  Plate. 

Eighth  year  (1850-1). 

XXII.  Notitia  Cestriensis.  Vol.  II.  Part  III.  Lancashire,  Part  III . (Conclusion),  pj).  353-621. 

XXIII.  A Golden  Mirrour  ; conteininge  certaine  pithie  and  figurative  visions  prognosticating  good 
fortune  to  England,  &c.  By  Richard  Robinson  of  Alton.  Reprinted  from  the  only  known  copy  of 
the  original  edition  of  15S9  in  the  British  Museum,  with  an  Introduction  and  Notes  by  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Corser,  M.A.,  F.S.A.  pp.  xxii,  10,  96. 

XXIV.  Chetham  Miscellanies.  Vol.  I.  Edited  by  William  Langton,  Esq. : containing 

Papers  connected  with  the  affairs  of  Milton  and  his  Family.  Edited  by  J.  F.  Marsh,  Esq.  pp.  46. 
Plate. 

Epistolary  Reliques  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Antiquaries,  1653-73.  Communicated  by  George 
Ormerod,  D.C.L.,  F.R.S.,  F.S.A. , and  F.G.S.  pp.  16. 

Calendars  of  the  Names  of  Families  which  entered  their  several  Pedigrees  in  the  successive 
Heraldric  Visitations  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster.  Communicated  by  George  Ormerod, 
D.C.L.,  F.R.S.,  F.S.A.,  and  F.G.S.  pp.  26. 

A Fragment,  illustrative  of  Sir  Wm.  Dugdale’s  Visitation  of  Lancashire.  From  MSS.  in  the 
possession  of  the  Rev.  F.  R.  Raines,  M.A.,  F.S.A.  pp.  8. 

Autobiographical  Tracts  of  Dr.  John  Dee,  Warden  of  the  College  of  Manchester.  Edited'  by 
James  Crosslev,  Esq.  pp.  iv,  84. 

Visitations  temp.  Hen.  VIII.  The  Abhaye  of  Whawley  (for  insertion  in  Whalley  Coucher  Book). 

Ninth  year  (185 1-2). 

XXV.  Cardinal  Allen’s  Defence  of  Sir  William  Stanley’s  Surrender  of  Deventer.  Edited  by  Thomas 
Heywood,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  pp.  c,  38. 

XXVI.  The  Autobiography  of  Henry  Newconie,M.  A.  Edited  by  Rd.  Parkinson,  D.D.,  F.S.A.  Vol.I. 
pp.  XXV,  184. 

XXVII.  The  Autobiography  of  Henry  Newcome,  M. A.  Vol.  II.  (Conclusion),  pjo.  185-390. 

Tenth  year  (1852-3). 

XXVIII.  The  Jacobite  Trials  at  Manchester  in  1694.  Edited  by  William  Beamont,  Esq.  pp.xc,  132. 

XXIX.  The  Stanley  Papers,  Part  I.  The  Earls  of  Derby  and  the  Verse  Writers  and  Poets  of  the  six- 
teenth and  seventeenth  centuries.  By  Thomas  Heywood,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  pp.  64. 

XXX.  Documents  relating  to  the  Priory  of  Penwortham,  and  other  Possessions  in  Lancashire  of  the 
Abbey  of  Evesham.  Edited  by  W.  A.  Hulton,  Esq.  pp.  Ixxviii,  136, 

Eleventh  year  (185  3-4). 

XXXI.  The  Stanley  Papers,  Part  II.  The  Derby  Household  Books,  comprising  an  account  of  the 
Household  Regulations  and  Expenses  of  Edward  and  Henry,  third  and  fourth  Earls  of  Derby  ; 
together  with  a Diary,  containing  the  names  of  the  guests  who  visited  the  latter  Earl  at  his  houses 
in  Lancashire  : by  William  Farrington,  Esq.,  the  Comptroller.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  R.  Raines, 
M. A.,  F.S.A.  ^2^.  xcviii,  247.  Five  Plates. 

XXXII,  The  Private  Journal  and  Literary  Remains  of  John  Byron.  Edited  by  Richard  Parkinson* 
D.D.,  F.S.A.  Vol  I.  Part  1.  pp.  x,  320  Portrait. 

XXXIII.  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Wills  and  Inventories  from  the  Ecclesiastical  Court,  Chester. 
The  First  Portion.  Edited  by  the  lleA.  G.  J.  Piccope,  M.A.  pp.  vi,  196. 
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voi.  Twelfth  year  (i  854-5). 

XXXIV.  The  Private  Journal  and  Literary  Remains  of  John  Byrom.  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  321-639. 

XXXV.  The  House  and  Farm  Accounts  of  the  Shuttleworths  of  Gavvthorpe  Hall.  Edited  by  John 
1I.A.RLAND,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Part  I.  yp.  232.  Frontispiece. 

XXXVI.  The  Diary  and  Correspondence  of  Dr.  John  Worthington.  Vol.  II.  Part  I.  pp.2‘iS. 

Thirteenth  year  ( 1 855-6). 

XXXVII.  Clietham  Miscellanies.  Vol.  II.  Edited  by  William  Langton,  Esq.  : containing 

The  Rights  and  Jurisdiction  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Chester,  the  Earls  Palatine,  the  Chamber- 
lain,  and  other  Officers.  Edited  by  Joseph  Brooks  Yates,  F.A.S.,  G.S.,  and  P.S.  pp.  37. 

The  Scottish  Field.  (A  Poem  on  the  Battle  of  Flodden.)  Edited  by  John  Robson,  Esq.  xv,  28. 

Examynatyons  towcheynge  Cokeye  More,  Temp.  Hen,  VIII.  in  a dispute  between  the  Lords  of  the 
Manors  of  ^Middleton  and"  Radclyffe.  Communicated  by  the  Rev.  F.  R.  Raines,  M.A.,  F.S.A.  pp.  30. 

A History  of  the  Ancient  Chapel  of  Denton,  in  Manchester  Parish.  By  the  Rev.  John  Booker, 
M.A.,  F.S.A.  '’“b  148.  Three  Plates. 

A Letter  from  John  Bradshawe  of  Gray’s  Inn  to  Sir  Peter  Legh  of  Lyme.  Edited  by  William 
Langton,  Esq.  pp.  8. 

Facsimile  of  a Deed  of  Richard  Russel  to  Church  of  Evesham  (for  insertion  in  vol.  xxx^. 

XXXVIII.  Bibliographical  Notices  of  the  Church  Libraries  of  Turton  and  Gorton  bequeathed  by 
Humphrey  Chetham.  Edited  by  Gilbert  J.  French,  Esq.  p>p.  199.  Illustrated  Title. 

XXXIX.  The  Farington  Papers.  Edited  by  IMiss  fearington.  xvi,  179.  Five  plates  of  Signatures. 

Fourteenth  year  (185 6-7). 

XL.  The  Private  Journal  and  Literary  Remains  of  John  Byrom.  Vol.  II.  Part  I.  pp.  326  and  two 
Indexes. 

XLI.  The  House  and  Farm  Accounts  of  the  Shuttleworths  of  Gawthorpe  Hall.  Part  II.  p>p.  233-472. 
Portrait. 

XLII.  A History  of  the  Ancient  Chapels  of  Didsbury  and  Chorlton,  in  Manchester  Parish,  including 
Sketches  of  the  Townships  of  Didsbury,  Withington,  Burnage,  Heaton  Norris,  Reddish,  Levenshulme, 
and  Chorlton-cum-IIardy:  together  with  Notices  of  the  more  Ancient  Local  Families,  and  Particulars 
relating  to  the  Descent  of  their  Estates.  By  the  Rev.  John  Booker,  M.A.,  F.S.A.  pp.  viii,  337. 
Seven  Illustrations. 

Fifteenth  year  (1857-8). 

XLIII.  The  House  and  Farm  Accounts  of  the  Shuttleworths  of  Gawthorpe  Hall.  Part  III,  pp.  x, 
473-776. 

XLIV.  The  Private  Journal  and  Literary  Remains  of  John  Byrom.  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  pp.  327-654. 
Byrom  Pedigrees,  pp.  41  and  three  folding  sheets;  Index,  p>p.  v. 

XLV.  Miscellanies:  being  a selection  from  the  Poems  and  Correspondence  of  the  Rev.  Thos.  Wilson, 
B.D.,  of  Clitheroe.  With  Memoirs  of  his  Life.  By  the  Rev.  Canon  Raines,  M.A.,  F.S.A.  pp.  xc, 
230.  Two  IHates. 

Sixteenth  year  (1858-9). 

XLVI.  The  House  and  Farm  Accounts  of  the  Shuttleworths  of  Gawthorpe  Hall,  Part  IV.  (Con- 
clusion). 777-1171. 

XIjVII.  a History  of  the  Ancient  Chapel  of  Birch,  in  Manchester  Parish,  including  a Sketch  of  the 
Towmship  of  Rusholme  : together  with  Notices  of  tlie  more  Ancient  Local  Families,  and  Particulars 
relating  to  the  Descent  of  their  Estates.  By  the  Rev.  John  Booker,  M.A.,  F.S.A.  pp.  viii,  255. 
Four  Plates. 

XLVI II.  A Catalogue  of  the  Collection  of  Tracts  for  and  against  Popery  (published  in  or  about  the  reign 
of  James  If.)  in  the  Manchester  Library  founded  l>y  Humphrey  Chetham;  in  which  is  incorporated, 
with  large  Additions  and  Bibliograpliical  Notes,  the  whole  of  Peck’s  List  of  the  Tracts  in  that 
Controversy,  with  his  References.  Edited  by  Thomas  Jones,  Esq.  B.A.  Parti.  xii,  256. 


Publications  of  the  Chetham  Society. 


5 


Seventeenth  year  (1859-60). 

XLIX.  The  Lancashire  Lieutenancy  under  the  Tudors  and  Stuarts.  The  Civil  and  Military  Govern- 
ment of  the  County,  as  illustrated  by  a series  of  Royal  and  other  Letters;  Orders  of  the  Privy  Council, 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  other  Authorities,  &c.,  &c.  Chiefly  derived  from  the  Shuttlewortli  MSS. 
at  Gavrthorpe  Hall,  Lancashire.  Edited  by  John  Harland,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Part  I.  'p'p.  cxx,  9G. 
Seven  Plates. 

L.  The  Lancashire  Lieutenancy  under  the  Tudors  and  Stuarts.  Part  II.  ( Conclusion ).  pp.  97-333. 

LI.  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Wills  and  Inventories  from  the  Ecclesiastical  Court,  Chester.  The  Second 
Portion,  pp.  vi,  283. 


Eighteenth  year  (i  860-1). 

• 

LII.  Collectanea  Anglo-Poetica : or,  A Bibliographical  and  Descriptive  Catalogue  of  a portion  of  a Col- 
lection of  Early  English  Poetry,  with  occasional  Extracts  and  Remarks  Biographical  and  Critical. 
By  the  Rev.  Thomas  Corser,  M.A.,  F.S.A.,  Rural  Dean;  Rector  of  Stand,  Lancashire;  and  Vicar 
of  Norton,  Northamptonshire.  Part  I.  pp.  xi,  208. 

LIII.  Mamecestre:  being  Chapters  from  the  early  recorded  History  of  the  Barony,  the  Lordship  or 
Manor,  the  Vill  Borough  or  Town,  of  Manchester.  Edited  by  John  Harland,  Esq.,  F.S.A.  Vol.  I. 
pp.  207.  Frontispiece.  ' - 

LIV.  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Wills  and  Inventories  from  the  Ecclesiastical  Court,  Chester.  The  Third 
Portion.  (Conclusion).  pp.w,272. 


Nineteenth  year  (i  861-2). 

LV.  Collectanea  Anglo-Poetica.  Part  II.  pp.  vi,  209-456. 

LVI.  Mamecestre.  Vol.  II.  209-431. 

LVII.  Chetham  Miscellanies.  Vol.  III.  Edited  by  William  Lakgton,  Esq.  : containing 

On  the  South  Lancashire  Dialect,  with  Biographical  Notices  of  John  Collier,  the  author  of  Tim 
Bobbin.  By  Tiios.  Heywood,  Esq.  pp.  84 

Rentale  de  Cokersand  : being  the  Bursar’s  Rent  Roll  of  the  Abbey  of  Cokersand,  in  the  County 
Palatine  of  Lancaster,  for  the  year  1501.  Printed  from  the  Original.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  F.  R. 
Raines,  M.A.,  F.S.A.  xviii,  46. 

The  Names  of  all  the  Gentlemen  of  the  best  callinge  w‘'’in  the  county e of  Lancastre,  whereof  choyse 
ys  to  be  made  of  a c’ten  number  to  lend  vnto  her  Ma*^®  moneye  vpon  privie  seals  in  Janvarye  1588. 
From  a manuscript  in  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  F.  R.  Raines,  M.A.,  F.S.A.  pp.  9. 

Some  Instruction  given  by  William  Booth  Esquire  to  his  stewards  John  Carington  and  William 
Rowdrofte,  upon  the  purchase  of  Warrington  by  Sir  George  Booth  Baronet  and  William  Booth  his 
son,  A.D.  MDCXViii.  Communicated  by  William  Beamont,  Esq.  pp.  8. 

Letter  from  Sir  John  Seton,  Manchester  y®  25  M’ch,  1643.  Edited  by  Thomas  Heywood,  Esq., 
F.S.A.  pp.\5. 

The  Names  of  eight  hundred  inhabitants  of  Manchester  who  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Charles 
II.  in  April,  1679.  Communicated  by  John  Harland,  F.S.A.  j>V-  8- 
The  Pole  Booke  of  Manchester,  May  y®  22^^  1690.  Edited  by  William  Langton,  Esq.  pp.  43. 
Map  and  folding  Table. 


Twentieth  year  (1862-3). 

LVIII.  Mamecestre.  Vol.  III.  (Conclusion.)  pp.  xl,  433-627. 

LIX.  A History  of  the  Chantries  within  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster  : being  the  Reports  of  the 
Royal  Commissioners  of  Henry  VIII.,  Edward  VI.,  and  Queen  Mary.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  F.  R. 
Raines,  M.A.,  F.S.A.  Vol.  I.  pp.  xxxix,  168. 

LX.  A History  of  the  Chantries  within  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster,  &c.  Vol.  II.  ( Conclusion), 
pp.  169-323. 
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Publications  of  the  Chet  ham  Society. 


VOL.  Ti.ucnty-first  year  (1863-4). 

General  Index  to  the  Remains  Historical  and  Literary  published  by  the  Chetham  Society,  vols.  I-XXX. 
'Pl^.  viii,  16S. 

LXI.  I.  Abbott’s  Journal.  II.  An  Account  of  the  Tryalls  &c.  in  Manchester  in  1694.  Edited  by  the 
Rt.  Rev.  Alexaxdf.k  Goss,  D.D.  pp.  xix,  32  ; xxi,  42  ; 5. 
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President  of  the  Society,  containing  : 

The  Rent  Roll  of  Sir  John  Towneley  of  Towneley,  Knight,  for  Burnley,  Ightenhill,  &c.,  in  the 
County  Palatine  of  Lancaster.  Anno  Domini  1535-6.  pp.  xxxvi,  28. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


HE  various  items  constitutinof  the  income  of  the  Lan- 


X cashire  estate  of  Sir  John  Towneley  of  Towneley, 
Knight,  here  printed,  are  contained  in  a well-preserved 
vellum  roll,  consisting  of  four  membranes,  each  being  about 
a yard  and  a half  in  length,  and  six  inches  in  width,  and 
was  probably  the  steward’s  annual  account.  It  is  legibly 
written  by  a methodical  and  practised  scribe  on  one  side 
only,  although  his  financial  report  is  not  very  exact.  It 
was  formerly  in  the  possession  of  Edmund  Assheton  of 
Chaderton,  Esq.,  a contemporary  and  probably  the 
Auditor  of  the  estate  ; and  on  the  death  of  his  last  male 
descendant  of  Chaderton,  in  1731,  it  passed  from  the 
family.  I have  placed  it  in  the  Chetham  Library. 

Sir  John  Towneley  was  born,  according  to  an  Inqui- 
quisition  de  probatione  setatis,^  at  Towneley,  and  was 
baptised  in  Burnley  Church,  in  the  year  1473,  that  is  a 
dozen  or  more  years  after  Edward  the  Fourth  came 
to  the  throne,  and  he  died  sixty-seven  years  afterwards 
(31  Henry  VII I.)  He  was  the  elder  of  the  two  legitimate 
sons  of  Sir  Richard  Towneley,  by  a daughter  of  Richard 
Southworth  of  Samlesbury,  Esq.  Having  been  trained 
to  a military  life,  and  having  distinguished  himself  by  his 


^ Lane.  MSS.,  vol.  xiv,  p.  93. 
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valour  in  the  Wars  of  the  Roses,  Richard  Towneley  was 
knighted  by  Thomas  Lord  Stanley,  afterwards  the  first 
Earl  of  Derby,  on  Hutton  Field,  22  August,  1482.  He 
had  not  recovered  from  his  wounds,  as  he  died  about  a 
month  afterwards.  He  settled  on  his  brothers  Lawrence 
and  Nicholas  ToAvneley,  as  Trustees,  by  deed  dated 
ToAvneley,  5 May,  1470,^  several  manors  and  lands  in 
half-a-dozen  different  tOAvnships  in  Lancashire,  for  the 
use  of  himself  and  his  Avife,  during  their  joint  lives, 
and  on  the  3rd  May,  1482,^  Avhen  on  the  eve  of  joining 
the  army,  he  made  a further  settlement  of  lands  in 
Hapton  on  his  Avife  for  the  term  of  her  life.  It 
appeared  from  his  Post  Mortem  Inquisition,  taken  at 
Burnley,  19  Dec.,  1482,^  that  he  died  seized  of  tAvo  parts 
of  the  Wapentake  of  Blackburnshire,  and  of  the  Manors 
of  ToAvneley,  Hapton,  Clivacher  and  Birtwisle,  Avith  their 
appurtenances.  Hopkinson  has  preserved  a letter  ad- 
dressed to  him,  but  Avhich  he  probably  never  received, 
dated  8 Sept.,  1482,  by  the  Abbot  of  Whalley.  It  was 
Avritten  after  the  battle,  unless  the  endorsement  has  been 
subsequently  added,  as  he  is  styled  “Sir  Richard,”  and  the 
great  ecclesiastic  approached  him  at  a critical  moment,  for 
he  must  haA^e  been  near  his  end,  preferring  a request  on 
behalf  of  a Monk  of  the  Abbey  for  some  small  church 
patronage  in  the  gift  of  the  Knight.  The  Abbot  was  on 
good  terms  Avith  his  lay  neighbour,  and  might  not  antici- 

1 Lane.  MSS..,  vol.  xiv,  p.  93. 

2 Abstr.  Lane.  Lnq.  L^osi  Mort..,  vol.  ii,  pp.  111-12,  Chetham  series. 
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pate  any  refusal  of  his  petition,  although  there  is  perhaps 
a little  obsequiousness  or  professed  deference  in  the 
terms  of  his  application.  ^ 

Being  only  nine  years  old  at  the  death  of  his  father,^  his 
widowed  mother  and  her  brother  Christopher  Southworth® 
seem  to  have  had  the  personal  care  of  him.  The  mother 
was  living  at  least  two  or  three  years  after  her  husband’s 
death,  so  that  she  doubtless  heard  of  the  defeat  of 
Richard  the  Third  at  Bosworth,  of  the  Earl  of  Richmond 
having  been  proclaimed  King,  and  of  the  marriage  of  her 
husband’s  old  friend  with  the  new  Kine’s  mother. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  the  children  of  the  deceased 
knight  were  at  this  time  receiving  their  education  at  the 
Abbey  school,  where  the  youth  of  the  neighbouring 
gentry  were  taught,  and  the  instruction  of  the  boy  who 
was  recognised  as  the  descendant  and  representative  of 
the  Deans  of  Whalley,  who  had  been  married  ecclesi- 
astics two  centuries  before  the  Norman  Conquest^  and 
centuries  afterwards,  would  be  such  as  the  age  deemed 
necessary  for  the  heir  of  so  distinguished  an  inheritance. 

^ Hist.  Lane.  Chantr..,  p.  148,  Note. 

^ Abstr.  Lane.  Lnq.,  p.m.,  vol.  ii,  p.  112. 

^ June  I,  147 T,  TO  E.  IV,  a contract  whereby  Richard  Towneley, 
gent,  heire  of  Ihon  Touneley,  esquyer,  shall  wed  and  take  to  wyfe 
Joani,  sister  of  Chrystopher  South  worth,  of  Salmsburie,  esquier,  and  on 
5 Nov.,  1491,  a dispensation  was  granted  by  William,  Bishop  (elect)  of 
Lichfield,  on  the  application  of  Christopher  Southworth,  they  being 
within  the  degrees.  She  is  named  Johanne. — Hopkinsofi' s MS.  Lane. 
MSS.  vol.  xiv,  p.  93. 

^ Hist,  of  IV/ialley,  vol.  ii,  p.  190. 
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It  is  certain  that  his  education  had  been  far  above  the 
ordinary  standard,  as  he  was  able,  as  he  has  himself  re- 
corded. to  write  his  Will,  an  elaborate  and  carefully 
composed  instrument,  with  his  own  hand. 

According  to  the  custom  of  the  times,  the  boy,  John 
Towneley,  when  seven  years  of  age,  was  betrothed  or 
contracted  in  marriage  by  his  father  to  Isabella,  the 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  Charles  Pilkington,  Knt.,  and 
by  Indenture  dated  4 Oct.,  1480,  Richard  Towneley 
settled  lands  in  Clivacher  and  five  separate  townships 
upon  them  and  their  issue  in  fee.®  A couple  of  years 
after  this  public  contract  and  settlement  Sir  Richard  died, 
and  the  Wardship  of  his  son  was  procured  by  Sir  Charles 
Pilkington,  who  thus  became  seized  of  the  estate  during 
the  boy’s  minority.  The  Will  of  Sir  Charles  is  dated 
Worksop,  3 July,  1484,  and  was  proved  at  York,  25 
June,  1485.  The  Prior  of  Worksop  and  Mr.  Edmund 
Chatterton,  Clerk,^  were  supervisors.  The  testator 

® Abst}\  Lane.  Lnq.y  p.m.,  vol.  ii,  p.  iii. 

^ Edmund  Chaderton,  of  the  Nuthurst  family,  was  one  of  the  greatest 
pluralists  of  his  own  or  any  other  age,  a catalogue  of  his  preferments 
being  one  of  the  marvels  of  ecclesiastical  biography.  His  patrons  were 
Booth,  Archbishop  of  York  and  king  Richard  IIL,  to  both  of  whom  he 
was  Chaplain.  He  was  ordained  Deacon  on  the  19  April,  1460,  being 
of  the  diocese  of  Chester  and  Lichfield,  in  the  chapel  of  the  manor  of 
Scrooby,  by  John,  Bishop  of  the  Isles,  suffragan  of  the  Archbishop  of 
York.  His  Will  is  dated  6 April,  1499,  and  pr.  12  Oct.  seq.  {Le  Neve, 
vol.  i,  p.  567.)  He  was  buried  in  St.  Stephen’s  College  at  Westminster, 
where  he  had  a Canonry,  holding  with  it  various  other  benefices  and 
offices,  as  well  as  the  Archdeaconries  of  Salisbury,  Chester  and  Totnes. 
{Ibid.,  vol'.  iii,  pp.  193,  625  ; vol.  i,  p.  567.)  Canon  Raine,  York. 
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bequeaths  to  William  Ackworth,  Prior  of  Worksop,  lOO 
marks,  and  to  Edward  Cressacre,  Rector  of  Arksey,  40/., 
which  he  owed  them.  The  same  to  be  raised  out  of  the 
lands  of  John,  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Richard  Towneley, 
Knt,  deceased,  and  out  of  the  lands  of  Edward,  son 
of  Sir  John  Pilkington,  Knt.,  deceased  (brother  of  the 
testator),  and  of  which  he  (the  said  Sir  Charles)  had  the 
custody  during  the  minority  of  their  owners.^^  We  know 
not  how  the  death  of  Sir  Charles  affected  the  interests  of 
the  minor  so  soon  after  the  loss  of  his  own  father,  and 
probably  mother,  nor  who  had  the  charge  of  him,  but 
the  widow  of  Sir  Charles  shortly  became  connected  with 
another  family,  and  was  married  by  License  from  the 
Archbishop  of  York,  in  her  own  domestic  chapel  at  Gate- 
ford,  to  Sir  Robert  Radcliffe,  Knt.,  on  the  14  April,  1486.^^ 
Her  lands  and  arms,  however,  passed  with  her  daughter 
to  the  Towneleys,  and  Sir  John  had  “livery”  of  his  own 
lands,  15  Henry  VI I.,^^  from  the  king. 

Testam.  Ebor.,  vol.  iii,  p.  240,  Note.  Surtees  Soc.  Axon’s  (Har- 
land)  Geneal.  of  Pilkington,  p.  xlvii,  4to.,  1875,  privately  printed. 

Test.  Ebor.,  vol.  iii,  p.  240,  Note. 

Rex  &c.  Escaetori  &c.  Quia  Johannes  Townley  Miles  filius  et  heres 
Ricardi  Townley  Militis  defunct,  qui  de  Domino  Edw:  nup’  Regis 
Angliae  4*"  tenet  in  Capite  dicunt  se  plene  etatis  esse  et  petiit  a nobis 
terre  et  tenement''^  que  sunt  de  hereditate  sua  et  nup’  in  custodia 
Caroli  Pilkington  Militis  jam  defunct,  ex  comissione  dicti  nup’  Regis 
usq’  ad  plenam  etatem  ejusdem  Joh’is,  Per  quod  volumus,  quod  idem 
Johan’es  Townley  qui  apud  Townley  in  Comit^  Lane.  Nat:  et  in  Ecctige 
de  Burnley  Baptizatus  tibi  p’cipimus  quod  ad  scire  fac.  Edwardo 
Pilkington,  Executor  testamenti  p’dicti  Caroli  si  quod  pro  se  habeat 
quare  terre  et  tenement  p’diP  p’dicto  Joh’is  non  reddere  debemus.  T. 
primo  Marcii  anno  D.  15  H.  7.  Add.  MS.  30145,  fo.  98,  Brit.  Miis. 
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Notwithstanding  the  early  ante-nuptial  engagement  of 
the  boy  lover  ” and  his  Gateford  bride,  their  eldest  son 
and  successor  was  not  born  until  the  year  1499,  when  the 
father  had  attained  his  twenty-sixth  year,  although  it  is 
not  improbable  that  daughters  had  been  born  before  the 
son,  whilst  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  childhood  contract 
had  not  been  completed  until  the  parties  had  arrived  at  a 
mature  age. 

After  quitting  the  “Abbey  school,”  Sir  John  Towneley 
probably  received  his  youthful  training  under  the  Earl  of 
Derby  at  Latham  House,  where  so  many  of  the  eldest 
sons  of  Lancashire  gentlemen  were  placed  to  be  instructed 
in  courtesy  and  loyalty,  and  to  become,  if  it  might  be, 
like  Sir  Philip  Sydney, 

“ the  president 

of  nobleness  and  chivalrie.” 

He  does  not  appear  to  have  embraced  a military  life, 
although  he  had  obtained  the  honour  of  knighthood 
before  the  year  1 500.  Whilst  a young  man  we  find  him 
settled  upon  his  ancestral  estate,  and  spending  his  time  in 
improving  it.  He  lived  occasionally  at  his  wife’s  house 
near  Worksop,  and  also  at  Towneley,  but  chiefly  at  Hapton. 
The  castle,  manor,  and  park  of  this  place  were  acquired 
early  in  the  thirteenth  century  by  the  De  la  Leghs,  and 
passed  from  them  to  the  Towneleys.  Sir  John  was 
licensed  by  the  King  in  the  year  1497  (12  Hen.  VII.)  to 
build  a tower,  and  to  empark  certain  old  enclosed  lands 
within  the  Manor  of  Hapton,  and  in  less  than  twenty 
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years  he  obtained  another  royal  licence^^  to  empark  a larger 
and  more  extensive  circuit,  embracing  i,ioo  Lancashire 
acres,  being  nearly  all  the  open  fields  and  wastes  of  the 
township.  It  thus  became  almost  the  largest  park  in  the 
county,  and  in  the  year  1515  the  copy-holders  and  others 
complained  that  their  rights  and  privileges  had  been 
invaded.  He  appears  to  have  considered  himself  as  the 
manorial  lord  entitled  to  the  soil  and  to  all  the  royalties  ; 
but  the  subordinate  owners  of  properties,  consisting  of 
messuages,  cottages,  or  their  sites  or  appurtenances  within 
the  manor,  also  considered  themselves  entitled  to  right  of 
common  upon  the  unenclosed  wastes,  whilst  the  Knight,  un- 
reasoning and  contentious,  made  no  division  or  allotment, 
neither  did  he  recognise  any  rights.  The  whole  question 
has  lost  its  interest,  and  it  may  be  dismissed  by  stating 
that  Sir  John  appears  to  have  ignored  the  relation 
between  the  lord  and  the  tenants.  Popular  dislike  evi- 
dently became  strong,  and  the  old  Lancashire  character 

Henricus  dei  gratia  &c.  Sciatis  quod  nos  de  gratia  nr’a  speciali  con- 
cessimus  et  Licentiam  dedimus  dilecto  et  fideli  nostro  Johanni  Towneley 
militi  pro  corpora  nr’o  quod  ipse  et  lieredes  sui  ad  voluntatem  suam 
omnia  et  singula  feoda  dominia  terr’  et  Tenementa  sua  in  villa  sive 
hamletta  et  campis  de  Hapton  infra  p’ochiam  de  Whalleij  imparcare  et 
palis  fossis  et  sepibus  includere  et  parcum  inde  facere  possit  ac  possint 
Et  parcum  ilium  sic  inclusum  tenere  possit  et  possint  sibi  et  heredibus 
suis  imp’petuum  cum  omnibus  p’tinentibus  absq’  molestatione  heredum 
aut  successorum  nostrorum  Ita  quod  nullus  parcum  ilium  ad  fugandum 
aut  venandu’  in  eo  intret  sine  licentia  ipsius  Johannis  Towneley  aut 
heredum  suorum  In  Testimonium  &c.  Teste  meipso  apud  Lane’  ultimo 
die  mensis  Novembris  Anno  regni  nostri  sexto  1514  Wreydon.  Jur’ 
p’  billam  manu  dn’i  regis  signatum.  Add.  MS.  30145,  fo.  82,  Brit.  Mus. 
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(rough  and  honest)  evinced  itself  in  feuds,  which  were 
fierce  and  long  protracted,  and  neither  his  public  pro- 
ceedings nor  general  character  prevented  the  copy- 
holders  feeling  that  injustice  and  wrong  had  been  done 
by  the  strong-handed  and  opulent  knightd^  What 
took  place  at  Hapton  was  also  carried  out  by  him  in 
other  parts  of  his  estate.  Owing  to  his  enclosures  in  and 
about  Towneley,  which  were  popularly  regarded  as  illegal 
encroachments  upon  the  rights  of  copy-holders  to  com- 
mon, turf,  underwood,  and  other  small  privileges,  perhaps 
at  that  time  ill-defined  and  imperfectly  understood,  he 
was  regarded  as  tyrannical  in  his  proceedings  and  a hard 
man.  In  the  i6  Hen.  VIII.  Madame  Ann  Birtwistle  of 
Huncote  Hall,  a doughty  widow,  and  her  son  Richard, 
with  the  help  of  his  mother  s relations,  the  Starkeys  of 
Simondstone,  after  many  disputes  and  contentions  with 
Sir  John,  prosecuted  him  in  the  Court  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster  for  lands  which  they  maintained  he  held  in 
Huncote  wrongfully,  and  which  were  claimed  as  their 
right,  and  for  which  they  obtained  a verdict.^®  According 
to  the  view  of  retribution  held  by  his  neighbours,  he  was 
boldly  denounced  as  an  agent  of  the  Evil  One,  who 
would  hardly  deserve  Christian  burial  with  bell,  book,  and 
candle ; but  who  would  be  conveyed  away  bodily  by  his 
master  when  the  final  hour  came,  and  that  the  popular 
malediction  would  disturb  his  repose  even  in  the  grave. 
The  tradition  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Burnley  accord- 


Hist.  Whalley. 


Duch.  Lane.  Record,  vol.  ii,  No.  7. 
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ingly  was,  that  his  unhappy  spirit  visited  “ the  pale 
glimpses  of  the  moon,”  and,  as  the  phrase  was,  “walked” 
or  wandered  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  ill-acquired 
lands.^®  The  belief  in  ghosts  and  apparitions  was  general 
at  this  time  in  and  about  Burnley  and  Whalley  Abbey, 
and  Bishop  Pilkington,  in  1564,  stated  that  even  the 
better  educated  classes  firmly  believed,  and  vigorously 
maintained,  the  popular  superstition^^ 

Notwithstanding  these  defects  and  other  supposed 
failings  of  a personal  character,  he  was  not  indifferent  to 
what  he  considered  to  be  his  religious  duties.  He 
believed  in  what  he  professed  to  believe.  In  Whalley 
Abbey  he  had  been  taught  to  adhere  to  the  old  tradi- 
tional faith  of  his  ancestors,  the  clerical  deans  of  Whalley, 
and  it  had  never  been  questioned  by  him.  Like  Abbot 
Paslew,  Sir  John  was  a great  builder,  as  his  church  works 
at  Burnley,  his  houses  at  Towneley,  Hapton,  and  Ighten- 
hill,  bear  witness.  In  the  year  1500  he  rebuilt  and 
founded  a Chantry  Chapel  within  a parclose  in  the  east 
end  of  the  north  aisle  of  Burnley  Church  for  the  welfare 
of  the  souls  of  his  father  and  mother.  Sir  Richard  and 
Dame  Joan  Towneley  and  others.^®  He  built  a house  for 

Notes,  p.  25,  note  50.  Letters. 

The  following  nomination  of  John  Ingham,  priest,  to  this  chantry, 
was  made  by  the  founder.  For  a notice  of  Ingham  and  his  chantry, 
see  Hist.  La7ic.  Cha7itries,  p.  149,  Chetham  series. 

Omnibus  Xp’i  fidelibus  &c.  Johannes  Towneley  Miles  Salutem  &c. 
Cantariano  p’petuane  in  Capellam  de  Brunley  septem  Marcarum  Annui 
reditus  de  certis  terris  et  Tenementis  cum  P’tinenciis  prout  in  cards 
triptitis  mei  Johannis  militis  predict!  continetur  fundatam  pro  salute 
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the  priest,  to  which  he  annexed  a garden  near  the  church- 
yard. It  is  not  quite  clear,  but  probable,  that  a school 
of  grammar,  or  music,  or  both,  was  connected  with  his 
foundation.^^  He  also  rebuilt  the  choir  of  the  church  in 
1502;^*^  and,  doubtless,  in  1533  he  would  aid  in  rebuilding 
or  erecting  the  north  aisle.  He  also  built  two  of  the  four 
turrets  on  the  north  side  of  his  quadrangular  mansion  of 
Towneley  as  well  as  a gateway,  a domestic  chapel,  and  a 
sacristy  with  a library  over  it.  It  may  be  added  that  these 
latter  consecrated  works  were  carefully  removed  to  their 
present  situation  by  Charles  Towneley,  who  died  in  171 1. 
The  domestic  chapel  is  still  used,  and  it  was,  doubtless.  Sir 
John  who  obtained  some  of  the  antique  and  curious  needle- 
work vestments  said  by  tradition  to  have  been  brought 
from  Whalley  Abbey  at  the  dissolution,  and  which  are  still 
preserved  with  becoming  reverence  at  Towneley.  Sir 
John’s  church  works,  as  far  as  they  have  been  allowed  to 
remain,  were  not  remarkable  for  their  richness  or  archi- 
tectural beauty.  The  designs  were  of  a debased  style, 
and  possess  no  interest  as  works  of  art,  and  could  hardly 
have  emanated  from  his  uncle  Bernard  Towneley,  after- 
wards clerk  of  the  works  at  St.  George’s  Chapel,  Windsor. 

anime  meae  ac  antecessorum  et  successomm  meorum  prout  in  ipsa  com- 
positione  plenius  continetiir  Dedi  et  concessi  intuitu  caritatis  Johanni 
Ingham  capellano,  quam  diu  honest’  vixerit,  cum  omnibus  suis  p’  tinenciis 
quod  omnia  ornamenta  Cantarie  predicte  sustinebit,  toto  tempore  vite 
sue. 

In  Testimonium  Sigillu’  men’  apposui.  Dat.  ultimo  die  Maii  A”  H.  7 
quinto  decimo,  1500,  Add.  MS.  30145,  fo.  83,  Brit.  Mus. 

Hist.  Lane.  Chantries.,  p.  150,  Note.  /AV/.,  p.  148. 
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Probably  the  stained  glass  of  the  windows  perished  with 
the  convulsions  of  his  own  or  of  the  following  century. 
No  blazoning  of  arms  on  shields,  bosses  or  ceilings,  no  old 
monumental  figures,  no  traces  of  red  or  gold  mural  colour- 
ing, or  other  interesting  relics  remain,  except  the  original 
inscription  in  iilatU  letters  on  the  oak  screen  of  the  chantry 
chapel.^^  Those  who  remember  this  chapel  sixty  years  ago, 
before  recent  alterations  in  the  church,  will,  no  doubt,  call 
to  mind  a certain  picturesque  effect,  a venerable  gloomi- 
ness, associated  with  bye-gone  arrangements,  which  no 
renovated  structure,  however  perfect  in  its  architectural 
details,  can  ever  present. 

It  was  in  the  year  1519  that  John  Nowell,  of  Read, 
Esq.,  Father  of  Dr.  Alexander  Nowell,  Dean  of  S. 
Paul’s,  vested  in  Sir  John  Towneley,  to  whom  he  was  first 
cousin,  two  rent  charges  of  xiiP  iiiP  each,  for  the  endow- 
ment of  a Chantry  in  each  of  the  churches  of  All  Saints, 
Whalley,  and  S.  Peter’s,  Burnley,  for  the  celebration,  it 
might  be,  as  the  endowment  was  so  small,  of  a monthly 
mass  for  the  souls  of  himself,  his  parents,  Roger  Nowell 
(ob.  i486),  and  Grace  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Richard 
Towneley  and  others, John  Nowell  survived  until  the 
year  1526,  and  his  widow  afterwards  became  the  wife  of 
Charles, second  son  of  Sir  John  Towneley. 

Hist.  Lane.  Cha^itr.^  p.  148,  note  45.  p.  239,  note. 

Charles  Towneley  was  the  second  son  of  Sir  John,  and  was  born 

about  the  year  1502,  having  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of Kay 

of  Rochdale  (see  Note  55,  p.  26),  and  widow  of  John  Nowell  of  Read, 
Esq.  The  dispensation  for  the  marriage  is  dated  20  December,  1527, 
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At  this  time  people  were  looking  unfavourably  upon 
these  Chantry  foundations,  and  the  clerical  mind  itself 
was  undergoing  a revolutionary  change,  far  seeing  men, 
like  Hugh  Oldham,  Dean  Colet,  Archbishop  Rotherham, 
and  others,  turning  their  alms  and  offerings  into  another 
channel,  which  had  been  opened  by  the  discovery  of  the 
art  of  printing.  However  laudable  some  of  the  objects 
of  these  Chantries  undoubtedly  were,  and  we  are  too 
much  accustomed  to  forget  their  mixed  nature  and  design, 
they  were  all  rashly  ignored,  and  paled  before  the  eager 
demand  for  Grammar  Schools,  literary  study,  and  the 
primitive  tenets  of  Religious  faith.  Sir  John  Towneley 
was  the  contemporary  of  Caxton,  Wynkin  de  Worde 

He  held  lands  from  his  father  named  in  the  rental  (pp.  8,  26,  Note  55). 
He  left  issue,  one  son,  John,  the  uterine  brother  of  Dean  Nowell,  and 
afterwards  celebrated  for  his  political  sufferings  on  account  of  his 
religious  creed.  His  portrait,  still  at  Towneley,  has  been  engraved  in 
Churton’s  Life  of  Nowell^  and  in  the  third  edition  of  Whitaker’s  Whalley. 
His  Will  is  dated  9 April,  1539,  about  a fortnight  before  the  date  of  his 
father’s  Will,  and  was  proved  in  London  in  the  following  year.  “ In 
nomine  Patris  et  Filii  et  Spiritus  Sanctus  Amen.  1 Charles  Townley  of 
Townley  Esq"®  sicke  in  bodye  but  of  sound  mind” — desires  to  be  buried 
in  the  Church  of  Burnley  — bequeaths  to  his  worshipful  Father  Sir  John 
Townley  Knight  “my  blacke  Nag” — to  Bertyn  Hoppwood  and  Roger 
Hoppwood  either  of  them  ten  marks  — to  Sir  John  Aspden  Priest  6/8^ 
“to  say  Masse  for  the  health  of  my  soule  — the  rest  of  my  goods  I give 
to  John  Townley  my  Son — and  I make  Elizabeth  my  wife  and  the  said 
John  Townley  Executors  desiring  my  worshipful  Eather  to  be  overseer 
— AVitnesse  whereof  Henry  Houghton  gent.  S"  Peter  Adlington,  S"  Gilbert 
ffairbanke,  S"  John  Aspden,  Priests,  Barton  Hoppwood,  Roger  Hopp- 
wood, Thomas  AA^atmough.  Also  I bequeath  unto  Thomas  AA^atmough 
and  unto  James  AA’^alke’  6,8.”  Add.  MS.  30145,  fo.  363,  Brit.  Mus. 
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(who  is  said  to  have  printed  400  works,  being  patronized 
by  the  Countess  of  Richmond  and  Derby),  and  Pynson, 
and  we  have  seen  that  he  built  a Library  at  Towneley, 
so  that  he  would  not  be  ignorant  of  such  books  as  the 
“Colloquies”  of  Erasmus  and  his  “Praise  of  P'olly,” 
which  were  everywhere  read,  and  which  hastened  the 
reform  of  the  Church.  Nor  may  it  be  forgotten,  that  his 
son  Richard  possessed  a copy  of  the  celebrated  “ Para- 
phrase,” which  had  probably  modified  his  own  creed,  and 
he  thought  the  work  sufficiently  important  to  be  be- 
queathed as  a legacy  to  a clergyman  of  the  Reformed 
faith.  Sir  John  would  know  something  of  the  ardent 
German  Reformers  and  of  their  earnest  but  more  sober 
English  disciples,  but  he  witnessed  the  spoliation  of  the 
Abbey,  under  whatever  pretext,  endeared  to  him  by  youth- 
ful and  pleasant  memories,  saw  the  old  Abbot  executed,  the 
Monks  turned  adrift,  the  School  closed,  and  the  exercise 
of  a wide  hospitality  brought  suddenly  to  an  end,  and  all 
this  did  not  tend  to  increase  his  regard  for  the  Reforma- 
tion,  its  agents,  or  their  avowed  principles.  He  saw  also 
the  Parliament  in  1534  assign  the  “first  fruits”  of  the 
Clergy  to  the  King,  and  two  years  afterwards,  lest  they 
should  publicly  remonstrate,  he  saw  the  clerical  order 
excluded  from  Parliament.  He  avoided  the  Pilgrimage 
of  Grace,  but  we  can  hardly  suppose  that  he  did  not  sym- 
pathise with  its  origination,  as  his  faith  remained  un- 
changed through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  times. 

Had  he  foreseen  the  coming  storm,  he  would  probably 
not  have  surrendered  the  Deeds  and  original  License  of 
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Henry  VI.  for  the  foundation  of  Padiham  Chantry  “for 
safe  custody  to  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Whalley  for 
ever,”  and  -he  lived  to  see  his  mistake.  He  had  not 
discerned  “ the  signs  of  the  times,”  nor  discovered  that 
the  reform  of  some  old  abuses  was  inevitable,  as  the  shrill 
cry  for  reform  had  extended  throughout  the  land,  and  it  is 
obvious  that  both  Whalley  and  Towneley  had  disregarded 
it.  With  the  lapse  of  years  the  cry  gathered  volume  and 
meaning,  until  designing  men  introduced  a Political  ele- 
ment, by  which  the  reasonable  views  of  moderate  church- 
men were  overpowered  by  the  Court,  and  justice,  law, 
and  order  were  scattered  to  the  winds. 

Sir  John  may  be  claimed  as  an  early  pioneer  of  what 
in  modern  times  has  been  called  the  Free  and  open 
Church  system,  although  he  took  care  first  to  secure  what 
he  conceived  to  be  his  own  right.  During  some  family 
dissentions,  for  all  the  persons  named  were  his  relatives 
and  connections,  he  was  called  in  as  an  arbitrator  to 
regulate  the  sittings  in  Whalley  Church,  and  having 
determined  where  he  himself  would  sit  when  he  attended 
divine  service,  and  having  allocated  three  other  places  to 
three  opulent  parishioners,  without  the  interposition  of 
Vicar  or  Churchwardens,  he  pronounced  the  long-remem- 
bered dictum — “and  for  the  residue  the  use  shall  first 
come,  first  speed,  and  that  will  make  the  proud  wives  of 
Whalley  rise  betimes  to  come  to  Church,” from  which 
it  may  reasonably  be  inferred  that  the  contention  had 

Hist.  La7ic.  Chantr.,  p.  142,  note.  Hist.  Whalley,  vol.  ii,  p.  49. 

Hist.  Whalley,  vol.  ii,  p.  12.  Ibid,  vol.  i,  p.  307. 
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arisen  amongst  the  ladies  of  the  Parish.  This  incident 
occurred  about  the  year  1534,  and  proves  that  pews  in 
parish  churches  were  not  originally  a Puritan  innovation. 
Sir  John  claimed  his  privilege  in  right  of  his  royal  manor 
of  Hapton,  and  his  imperious  verdict  remained  undis- 
puted by  any  of  the  Parishioners  of  Whalley. 

This  village  autocrat  not  only  looked  sharply  after  his 
own  rights  in  his  various  Manors,  but  he  did  not  forget 
those  of  the  Crown.  He  was  a lessee  of  the  Manor  and 
Park  of  Ightenhill,  an  ancient  demesne  of  Clitheroe 
Castle,  at  that  time  vested  in  the  Crown,  and  the  old 
Manor  house  of  the  Lacys,  as  well  as  the  domestic 
Chapel,  had  become,  through  time  and  neglect,  much 
dilapidated  and  the  buildings  generally  ruinous.  About 
the  year  1522-3  he  voluntarily  applied  for  an  Inqui- 
sition of  Survey  avowedly  in  the  interest  of  the  Crown, 
and  by  so  doing,  although  his  share  of  the  expense  was 
not  inconsiderable,  he  probably  secured  himself  from 
obligations  and  charges  more  important.  At  the  instance 
of  the  King’s  Receiver,  through  the  Council  of  the  Duchy, 
the  buildings  were  partly  restored  and  the  house  rendered 
habitable.  The  foundations  of  the  Manor  house  are  still 
pointed  out,  but  the  buildings  are  gone,  and  this  great 
tenancy  passed  from  his  son. 

It  was  in  the  year  1530  that  Tonge,  the  Herald, 
visited  Lancashire,  of  which  he  has  left  us  an  account 
already  printed  by  our  Society.  He  encountered,  from 
time  to  time,  difficulties'  and  annoyances,  which  to  a 
London  officer  from  the  Court  of  Chivalry  must  have  been 
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well-nigh  intolerable.  Amongst  other  old  houses  to  be 
visited,  and  genealogies  to  be  recorded,  was  Towneley. 
Sir  John  was  an  expert  horseman,  and,  it  may  be, 
attached  to  field  sports,  which  have  always  had  many 
keen  followers  in  his  immediate  neighbourhood.  When 
the  herald  arrived  at  Towneley  the  knight  was  abroad, 
and  he  long,  we  may  hope  unconsciously,  eluded  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  officer,  “ ryding  all  daie  in  that  wylde  contrie.” 
It  is  not  very  clear  from  the  phraseology  of  Tonge  whether 
the  knight  had  spent  all  the  day  in  hunting,  or  Norroy  all 
the  day  in  riding,  “in  that  wylde  contrie”  in  search  of 
him  ; but  when  he  was  found  he  superciliously  regarded 
the  herald  as  an  intruder  upon  his  time  and  occupation, 
and  curtly  observed  that  he  “ wold  haue  no  note  takyn  of 
hym,”  and  that  there  were  no  gentlemen  in  Lancashire  save 
Lord  Derby  and  Lord  Monteagle,  dismissing  the  represen- 
tative of  the  Earl  Marshal  with  a reward — it  is  not  stated 
what  official  demand  had  been  made — of  a couple  of 
shillings,  which,  in  our  day,  might  be  represented  by  the 
same  number  of  sovereigns.  The  herald’s  satisfaction 
was  materially  disturbed,  and  in  the  next  Visitation  of  1567 
the  College  recorded  no  Towneley  pedigree.  A very 
cordial  reception  would  Tonge  have  met  with  in  the 
next  century  from  the  “indefatigable  transcriber”  and 
antiquarian  attorney,  Christopher  Towneley  of  Moorhiles, 
and  most  vigorously  would  he  have  contested  his  an- 
cestor’s rash  assertion  that  the  only  gentlemen  in  Lan- 
cashire were  the  Lord  Derby  and  the  Lord  Monteagle, 
unless  he  had  intended  to  maintain  that  no  man  was 
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entitled  to  be  considered  “ of  gentle  blood  ” except  he 
had  a patent  of  nobility,  an  opinion  which  would  have 
been  opposed  as  equally  untenable.  Tonge  would 
quietly  smile  at  the  knight’s  statement  as  he  called 
to  mind  the  long  roll  of  the  “ untitled  nobility”  of  Lan- 
cashire, whose  lineage  was  no  less  ancient,  nor  their  gal- 
lantry less  conspicuous,  than  that  of  the  two  noble  kins- 
men of  the  reigning  sovereign.  Why  Sir  John  should 
have  ignored  his  own  great  descent  from  the  Saxon 
Deans  of  Whalley,  and  the  old  Lacys,  Earls  of  Lincoln, 
except  through  ignorance  or  indifference,  remains  un- 
known. 

The  wild  and  sterile  moors  around  Towneley,  which 
made  so  unfavourable  an  impression  upon  the  herald, 
reminding  him,  it  may  be,  of  a country  once  all  desolate 
and  barren  “ from  Dan  to  Beersheba,”  as  well  as  the 
swampy  fields  by  the  river,  the  pleasant  resort  of  wild 
mallards,^®  and  the  slopes  of  the  untrodden  moorland, 
where  fat  geese  (I  can  hardly  think  they  were  gryse  or 
swine^^)  were  wont  to  eat  grass  rather  than  stubble, 
have  long  been  cultivated  and  are  now  “ with  verdure 
clad,”  being  interspersed  with  gigantic  timber  the  growth 
of  centuries,  and  some  of  it,  not  improbably,  the  careful 
planting  of  this  very  knight  himself. 

When  Leland,  a man  of  Lancashire  descent,  in  his  an- 
tiquarian tour  visited  Notts  about  the  year  1533,  he  found 
Sir  John  residing  at  his  wife’s  seat,  Gateford  Park,  which 
is  quaintly  described  as  “ a veri  praty  little  howse  stand- 

See  p.  4,  Note  23.  27  Note  36. 
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inge  in  a Parke,’’  so  that  the  Knight  although  “for 
most  abiding  in  Lancastershyre,”^®  did  not  confine  himself 
to  his  Northern  demesnes,  but  probably  divided  his  time 
and  consumed  the  various  produce  of  his  estates  by 
occasional  residence,  with  his  family  and  retinue,  at  his 
several  houses. 

Sir  John  Towneley  had  lawful  issue  two  sons,  Richard^® 

vol.  V,  p.  96. 

Richard  Towneley,  Esq.,  the  eldest  son  and  successor  of  Sir  John, 
was  born  in  the  year  1499,  and  died  in  1556  in  his  fifty-seventh  year.  He 
was,  probably,  churchwarden  of  Burnley,  and  if  so,  along  with  Laurence 
Habergham,  in  i Mary,  officially  prosecuted  his  own  son.  Sir  Richard, 
for  the  restitution  of  church  vestments  and  jewels  belonging  to  Burnley 
Church,  the  same  not  being  a chantry  or  free  chapel;  and  at  the  same 
time  Sir  Richard  brought  his  suit  against  Habergham  for  an  alleged 
trespass  on  some  demesne  lands  in  Ightenhill  Manor  by  the  diversion  of 
a watercourse.  {Duch.  Lane.,  vol.  iii.  No.  13,  p.  282.)  Richard  Towneley 
makes  no  allusion  to  his  creed  in  his  Will,  and  bequeaths  Erasmus’  Para- 
phrase to  a clerical  Protestant  friend.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  Edw.  VI. 
was  to  enjoin  that  an  English  Bible  and  Erasmus’  Paraphrase  of  the  Gospels 
should  be  placed  in  every  parish  church  for  the  instruction  of  the  people. 
It  is  almost  difficult  to  resist  the  conclusion  that  Richard  Towneley  had 
embraced  the  Reformed  Faith,  especially  when  the  strongly  expressed 
creed  of  his  father  is  remembered  ; and  it  is  not  to  be  overlooked  that 
he  is  barely  mentioned  by  his  father  in  his  Will,  whilst  the  power  of  sole 
supervisor,  with  large  trusts  and  specific  devises,  is  invested  in  the 
grandson.  In  his  Will,  dated  7 February,  1555-6,  he  describes  himself 
as  “Richard  Townley  of  Brinley,  Esq.,”  and  commits  his  soul  to  God 
and  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the  church  or  chapel  of  Brinley.  “I  make,’’ 
he  proceeds,  “John  Townley  of  Gray’s  Inn  my  nephew,  Simon  Haydocke 
of  Hysandfourth  gent.,  Ewan  Haydocke  my  servant,  and  John  Aspdene 
chaplain,  my  Executors,  desiring  my  said  nephew  to  be  good  to  the  said 
Ewan  Haydock,  to  Ann,  Ellin,  and  Mary,  daughters  of  the  late  Alice 
Brinley,  deceased,  and  bastard  daughters  to  me  the  said  Richard,  and  to 
be  to  them  as  a Father,  in  regard  to  such  acts  and  benefits  as  he  shall 
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his  successor,  and  Charles,  before  mentioned,  and  also  six 

receive  from  me.  I have  surrendered  to  John  Woodroffe  the  younger, 
and  John  Ormeroid  the  younger,  all  my  mess.,  lands,  &c.,  in  the  Forest  of 
Rossendale,  called  Swineshey  and  Donockshey,  and  v*^  rent  in  Hinherds 
and  Faerekell  to  the  behoof  of  the  said  Ewan  Heydocke  and  James 
Roberts  of  Brindley,  as  Trustees,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  Manor 
of  Accrington,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Ann,  Ellin,  and  Mary,  their  heirs 
and  ass.  paying  the  fines  to  the  King  or  Queen.  Goods  divided  into  two 
parts.  “ I give  one  part  to  Hugh  Halsted  and  Grace  his  wife,  my  dau. 
in  name  of  her  marriage  portion,  and  out  of  the  other  part  these  legacies 
viz.  to  said  Ewan  Heydock  5 marks,  to  said  Simon  Heydock  and  John 
Aspden  for  their  pains  as  my  Exors.  40^/  a piece,  to  John,  son  of  Isabel 
wife  of  Thomas  Bentham,  called  and  taken  to  be  my  bastard  son,  40“  to 
Elisabeth  daughter  of  George  Jackson,  20'/,  to  Agnes  Roberts  my 
servant,  40®/,  to  William  Hulington  (Haslington  ?)  my  servant,  407* 
And  the  residue  of  my  moiety  of  the  goods,  after  funeral  expences  and 
legacies  discharged,  I give  to  the  said  Ann,  Ellin,  and  Mary.  I give  to 
the  said  Elizabeth,  40*/,  to  Thomas  Trollege  my  servant,  20s/,  to  John 
Townley,  my  nephew,  my  Lease  of  the  Tythe  Corn,  demised  to  me  by 
Ralph  Asheton  Esq.,  of  the  Parsonage  of  Whaley  And  a Lease  demised 
to  me  by  Edw.  VI.  dated  15  Dec.  A°  1548  of  certain  Lands  of  the 
possessions  of  the  late  dissolved  Chantry  in  the  Church  or  Chapel  of 
Brindley;  I give  to  William  Wilson,  Clerk e.  Parson  of  Gandby,  my  booke 
called  the  Paraphrase  of  Erasmus,  to  John  Ingham,  son  of  John  Ingham, 
owing  by  me  10  marks,  to  John  Ingham,  the  elder,  a Horse  or  40®/,  to 
John  Baron,  Lawrence  Baron,  Charles  Michaill,  James  Walton,  my 
servants,  6/ S'*  a piece,  to  Gyles  Heydock,  40/s,  to  John  Jackson  my 
tenant,  6/8,  to  Nycholas  Swaynson,  6/8'*,  to  Laurence  Laurence,  37  owing 
by  me,  to  John  Roberts  of  Foxstones  4 marks,  to  Sir  Stephen  Smith,  207, 
to  Johan  Townley  my  bastard  dau.,  407',  owing  to  Henry  Roberts,  los/^ 
to  Johan  Wilson,  6,  S'*.  Item  owing  to  William  Kenion,  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer,  in  Land  20  marks,  to  John  Townley,  otherwise  called 
Doneley,  407,  to  said  Hugh  Halsted  and  his  assigns,  all  my  term  in  a 
close  or  parcel  of  ground  in  Hapton  called  the  Ghogge  Holmes,  he  pay- 
ing to  me  and  my  assigns  the  accustomed  rent.  Witness,  «S:c.,  Dated 
7 Febr.  A“  dn’i  1555,  i and  2 Philip  and  Mary.  Add.  MS.  30145,  p.  1 19? 
Brit.  Mus. ; Lane.  MSS..,  vol.  xxvii.  Wills. 
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daughters.  His  wife  Isabella  died  in  1522,  and  he  mar- 

When  this  Will  was  made  Sir  Richard,  the  son  of  the  testator,  was 
dead,  and  had  left  an  only  surviving  daughter,  who,  however,  is  not 
mentioned  in  this  Will  of  her  grandfather.  There  is  abundant  proof 
that  Sir  Richard  Town  el  ey  was  a most  litigious  man.  During  his  brief 
life  he  had  to  maintain  or  contest,  at  least,  fourteen  law  suits  in  the 
court  of  the  Duchy,  and  John  Towneley,  a young  lawyer  of  Gray’s  Inn, 
long  the  deputy  steward,  for  Sir  Thomas  Talbot,  of  the  Hundred  of 
Blackburn,  and  steward  of  several  Manorial  courts,  and  who,  afterwards? 
became  the  husband  of  Sir  Richard’s  daughter,  had  to  maintain  suits’ 
and  sometimes  to  defend  them  against  his  future  father-in-law,  and  who, 
notwithstanding  these  legal  squabbles,  settled  the  old  hereditary  estates 
upon  him.  (See  Note  29,  p.  20.)  Sir  Richard  was  born  about  the' year 
1512,  married  in  1536,  and,  having  been  knighted  in  the  Scotch  wars  of 
Henry  VHI,  died  in  1554. 

His  Will  is  dated  the  26  July,  1553,  wherein  he  styles  himself 
“Richard  Towneley  of  Towneley  Knight”  and  apparently  he  had 
embraced  the  Reformed  Faith  which  had  been  so  vigorously  opposed 
by  his  Grandfather.  He  commences,  “ I give  my  Soul  to  Almighty 
God  my  Maker  and  Redeemer  by  whose  grace  and  mercy  and  by  the 
merits  of  Christ  his  passion  I trust  to  be  saved,  and  my  body  to  be 
buried  in  the  Parish  Church  of  Brunley  within  the  Chappell  on  the 
North  syde  of  the  Church  com’only  called  our  Ladyes  Chappell : Also 
I will  my  body  to  be  brought  forth  honestlye  and  according  as  is  meet 
and  convenient.”  I bequeath  to  my  sister  Ben  net  20/.  and  the  residue 
of  my  goods  I bequeath  to  Mary  Towneley  my  daughter.  I bequeath 
to  John  Towneley  son  and  heir  of  Charles  Towneley  one  close  called 
Ightenhill  Park  with  the  appurt’s  and  the  Milnes  of  Burneley  Padiham 
and  Clitheroe  if  I die  without  heirs  male  of  my  body.  And  where’  Sir 
Richard  Sherburne  S*"  John  Nevill  Knts  Thomas  Hesketh  and  Robert 
Dalton  Esq^s  are  enfeoffed  of  certain  copyhold  Lands  called  the  Filley 
close  they  shall  surrender  the  same  into  the  hands  of  two  tenants  of  the 
Manor  of  Ightenhill  who  shall  surrender  again  to  Henry  Towneley  son 
and  heir  of  Lawrence  Towneley  Esq.  &c.  See  p.  20,  Note  29.  He 
appointed  his  well  beloved  wife  Frances  Towneley,  and  John  Towneley, 
Executors.  Add.  MS.^  30,145,  fo.  113,  Brit.  Mus. ; La?ic.  TfAR,  vol- 
xiv,  p.  95. 
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ried  secondly,  in  1531,  Ann  one  of  the  sixteen  children 
of  Ralph  Catterall  of  Catterall  and  Little  Mitton,  Esq.,  on 
whom,  as  on  his  first  wife,  who  had  been  well  provided 
for  by  his  father,  he  settled  an  annuity  of  20/.,  her  own 
estate  being  in  her  own  power.  She  had  no  issue,  and 
married,  after  Sir  John’s  death,  William,  afterwards  Sir 
William  Radcliffe  of  Ordsall,  Knt.^'^  Sir  John  inherited 
the  lands,  faults,  and  immoralities  of  his  father,  and 
afterwards  transmitted  them  unimpaired  to  his  immediate 
successor.  It  is  not  unworthy  of  notice  that  their  base- 
born  children  in  their  respective  generations  were  con- 
tracted in  marriage  by  their  several  parents,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Church,  amongst  the  oldest  and  best  of 
the  local  hereditary  families,  who  did  not  disdain  to  form 
alliances  with  individuals  bearing  the  bend  sinister,  and 
who  are  mentioned  in  their  fathers’  Wills,  without  the 
record  being  deemed  either  derogatory  or  dishonourable. 
Several  of  these  are  mentioned  in  the  Rental  as  holdinof 
their  lands  by  some  chief  rent  or  other  tenure  from 
Towneley,  and  they  are  somewhat  inappropriately 
chronicled  in  the  printed  Pedigree  of  the  family. 

An  episode  in  the  life  of  Sir  John  Towneley  may  here 
be  recorded,  although  some  of  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  it  would,  in  the  retrospect,  revive  in  his  mind 
painful  memories.  Sir  John  was  aware  of  the  unhappi- 
ness which  had  not  unfrequently  arisen  under  his  own 
eye,  and  in  his  own  family,  out  of  the  early  marriage 
contracts,  both  of  their  legitimate  and  illegitimate  issue. 

Hist.  Whatley.,  vol.  ii,  p.  22. 
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and  in  the  following  instance  the  misery  continued  after 
the  lapse  of  half  a century,  and  after  Sir  John  had  passed 
away. 

These  startling  details  are  taken  from  the  depositions  on  oath 
of  respectable  witnesses  in  a case  exhibited  to  the  Archbishop  of 
York  and  the  Queen’s  Commissioners  for  Causes  Ecclesiastical, 
in  the  year  1568,  and  afterwards  in  1572,  before  Robert  Leche, 
LL.D.,  Vicar  General  of  the  Bishop  of  Chester.  The  case 
was  against  Ralph  Rishton  of  the  Manor  House  of  Dunken- 
halgh,  Esq.,  a man  at  that  time  advanced  in  years,  at  the  suit 
of  one  of  his  wives.  He  was  the  head  of  one  of  the  oldest, 
richest,  and  best-descended  families  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Towneley,  and  closely  connected  with  Sir  John  Towneley  by 
his  marriage  as  well  as  by  various  ties.  It  appeared  in  the 
evidence  that  Sir  John  Towneley  was  present  in  Altham 
Church,  in  the  year  1516,  when  Ralph  Rishton,  the  eldest  son  of 
Roger  Rishton  of  Dunkenhalgh,  Esq.,  being  of  the  age  of  nine 
years,,  and  Helen  Towneley,  a child  of  ten  years,  were  pub- 
licly married  by  Sir  John  Radcliffe,  the  Curate.  The  little 
boy  was  arrayed  in  brave  wedding  apparel,  and  there  were 
present,  John  Paslew,  Abbot  of  Whalley,  Sir  John  Towneley, 
Knt,  John  Talbot,  Esq.,  Roger  Rishton,  Esq.,  Nicholas  and 
Richard  Towneley,  Gentlemen,  and  divers  other  men  of  great 
worship.  The  custom  then  was  for  the  kinsfolk  of  the  parties 
when  married  on  a Sunday  to  dine  and  keep  the  wedding  feast 
upon  the  following  day.  And  so  Adam  Holden,  Esq.,  stated 
that  his  Father  and  Mother,  Gilbert  and  Grace  Holden,  and  his 
brother.  Sir  Thomas  Holden,  Clerk,  Mr.  Sherburne,  Esq.,  Sir 
John  Towneley,  and  others,  assembled  at  the  house  of  Nicholas 
Towneley,  Esq**,  a trustee  and  uncle  of  Sir  John,  grandfather  of  the 
said  Adam,  and  also  grandfather  of  the  said  Helen,  where  she 
and  her  young  husband  were  at  the  wedding  dinner,  and  where 
they  continued  to  dwell  for  two  years  next  following.  In  the 
year  1517,  the  said  Nicholas  died,  when  the  young  couple  were 
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removed  to  Royle,  the  house  of  Richard  Towneley,  Esq.,  father 
of  Helen,  where  they  remained  until  they  were  respectively  15 
and  16  years  old,  living  together,  sitting  at  table  together,  and 
being  regarded  by  every  body  as  man  and  wife.  Thomas 
Willison  of  the  Parish  of  Whalley,  set  63,  deposed  that  he  saw 
Sir  John  Towneley  and  other  relatives  present  at  Church,  and 
at  the  wedding  feast,  and  knew  all  the  parties  well,  as  he  himself 
was  at  the  time  suitor  by  way  of  marriage  to  Grace  Towneley 
of  Royle,  sister  of  Helen,  and  was  very  often  at  Royle.  When 
Ralph  Rishton  became  16  years  old  he  was  sent,  as  gentlemen’s 
sons  were  accustomed,  to  Sir  Ralph  Assheton’s  of  Middleton,  to 
learn  the  use  of  arms  and  for  breeding.  Having  staid  there  with 
other  young  gentlemen  about  three  years,  he  went  with  Sir 
Thomas  Talbot,  as  a petty  Captain  to  the  Prince’s  Wars  in  Scot- 
land, and  was  present  at  Gray  Cote,  but  whilst  he  was  at  Middle- 
ton  he  often  came  to  see  and  live  with  his  wife,  and  they  were 
greatly  devoted  to  each  other.  In  the  meantime  her  Father  died, 
and  ‘'she  became  verie  pensive,”  and  the  “heavie  griefe  occasioned 
by  the  long  absence  of  her  husband,  ” worked  upon  her  mind  and 
affected  her  reason.  On  his  return  home  Captain  Rishton  heard 
that  his  wife  had  lost  her  reason  and  had  gone  mad,  and 
although  she  vehemently  desired  to  see  him  he  refused  her 
prayer,  and  she  continued  distraught  until  her  death.  She 
always  loved  him  very  tenderly,  and  there  never  was  any 
“ falling  out  atwene  ’em.”  Ralph  Rishton  now  formed  an  illicit 
attachment  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Parker,  daughter  of  a gentleman 
living  at  Horrockford,  near  Clitheroe,  and  a marriage  if  it  could 
be  had,  had  become  a necessity.  Roger  Rishton,  the  Father  of 
Ralph,  and  Mrs.  Parker,  the  mother  of  the  unhappy  girl,  eagerly 
sought  to  obtain  a Divorce  on  the  ground  of  the  Insanity  of 
Helen,  but  Dr.  George  Wylmslow,  the  Chancellor  of  Chester 
(Father  of  Bishop  Bonner),  sternly  refused  the  application.  The 
next  appeal  was  made  to  Mr.  Richard  Smyth,  LL.B.,  Rector  of 
Bury,  Pope  Clement’s  official  in  Lancashire  (apparently  the  Tetzel 
for  such  indulgences),  and  he  decreed  that,  Helen  being  mad,  if  her 
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lawful  guardian  and  next  relative  would  consent  to  a Divorce,  he 
would  grant  a Dispensation  for  the  purpose.  At  that  time  Sir 
John  Towneley  was  dead,  but  his  Grandson  Sir  Richard  Towneley, 
Kt.,  apparently  a military  friend  of  Ralph  Rishton,  and  one  who 
had  “the  government”  of  his  relative,  the  said  Helen,  having 
been  applied  to,  acceded  to  the  request  and  sent  his  man 
Nicholas  Whitacre  of  Burnley,  Yeoman,  and  Geoffrey  Rishton, 
to  the  Pope’s  Official  at  Bury,  who  on  certain  terms  and  with  a 
facility  unknown  at  Court,  granted  a “ Dispensation  of  Divorce  ” 
(which  cost  iiii^b,  and  the  parties  were  married  forthwith  in 
Clitheroe  Church.  In  this  state  they  lived  for  eight  years  and 
had  issue  six  children,  one  of  whom  about  1572  was  Curate  of 
Blackburn,  but  died  shortly  afterwards  unmarried.  Eleven  years 
after  this  pretended  marriage,  Giles  Dewhurst,  who  had  been 
Captain  Rishton’s  servant  “ in  the  wars,”  riding  out  one  day  in 
the  spring  of  the  year  1554  from  Towneley  or  Burnley  with  his 
master  to  Dunkenhalgh  Hall,  and  passing  by  the  cottage  of 
Widow  Ann  Sutcliffe  (Aunt  of  Mr.  Thomas  Willisill,  who  had 
seen  his  relative  Sir  John  Towneley  and  others  present  at  the 
wedding  many  years  before,)  where  Helen,  deserted  by  her  hus- 
band, lonely  and  broken  hearted,  at  that  time  sojourned,  “one 
came  hastily  forth  of  the  said  house,  and  running  after  i\Ir.  Rishton, 
called  upon  him,  and  willing  him  to  come  directly  and  see  his 
poor  wife,  meaning  Helen,  if  he  would  see  her  on  life,”  but  he 
refused,  hurried  forward,  and  with  “ petrified  feelings,”  rode  on 
to  Dunkenhalgh.  Dewhurst,  however,  turned  back,  alighted 
from  his  horse,  went  into  the  house  and  saw  the  said  Helen 
upon  her  death-bed,  and  tarried  until  she  departed  out  of  this 
world,  she  having  entered  into  her  eight  and  thirtieth  year,  and 
his  iMaster  and  Elizabeth  Parker  having  then  been  married  seven 
or  eight,  or  more,  years. 

It  now  suited  this  hardened  profligate  to  repudiate  his  re- 
cognized wife  Parker  on  the  specious  ground  that  scruples  tor- 
mented his  mind,  as  they  did  the  mind  of  his  virtuous  Soveraign 
with  regard  to  his  first  marriage,  owing  to  Rishton’s  first  wife 
Towneley  being  living  when  he  married  his  second.  Witnesses 
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deposed  that  of  their  own  personal  knowledge  he  had  married 
Mrs.  Ann  Stanley,  daughter  of  Sir  James  Stanley  of  Holt  Hall, 
near  Blackburn,  Knt.,  and  that  they  lived  together  in  the  bonds 
of  matrimony.  The  arbitrary  nature  of  these  early  marriages 
and  the  laxity  of  opinion  which  prevailed  amongst  the  educated 
laity  regarding  “ a state  of  life  ” which  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  had  invested  with  the  holy  attributes  of  a Sacrament, 
the  sequel  of  this  “strange  eventful  history”  abundantly  proves. 

Mr.  Thomas  Duckworth  of  Altham,  formerly  in  the  army  with 
Sir  Thomas  Talbot,  Knt.,  deposed  that  within  a month  after 
Midsummer  day  in  the  year  1554,  the  Lady  Ann  Stanley  sent 
him,  being  her  servant,  to  divers  of  her  kinsmen  to  bid  them  to 
the  marriage  of  Mrs.  Ann  Stanley  her  daughter  with  Mr.  John 
Rishton  of  Pontalgh.  And  when  he  had  done  what  his  mistress 
and  lady  commanded  he  returned  home  in  the  night  time,  and 
came  about  midnight  and  told  the  Lady  Ann  that  her  kinsfolk 
would  meet  her  wishes  according  to  her  appointment.  Where- 
upon she  prepared  herself  and  went  suddenly  to  Mrs.  Ann  her 
daughter  and  commanded  her  to  rise  and  make  herself  ready  to 
go  to  church  to  be  married  to  John  Rishton.  Mrs.  Ann  took  the 
matter  very  heavily  and  came  with  great  haste  to  the  said  Duck- 
worth and  desired  him  for  the  love  of  God  to  convey  her  away 
to  her  lawful  husband  Ralph  Rishton  of  Dunkenhalgh.  She 
made  great  lamentation,  and  he  knowing  very  well  how  the  mat- 
ter stood  was  “suddenly  stricken  in  a dampe”  and  knew  not 
what  to  do,  for  if  he  conveyed  her  away  he  should  disobey  his 
mistress  and  incur  her  sore  displeasure,  and  yet  he  wished  to  serve 
Mrs.  Ann,  now  soon  to  become  a mother,  and  also  her  husband 
Raphe  Rishton.  Fear,  however,  obtained  “the  upper  hand”  with 
him,  and  the  Captain  at  that  time  “ being  so  much  holden  at 
under  by  Sir  Thomas  Talbot  his  master,  and  half  brother  to  the 
said  Mrs.  Ann,”  that  he  durst  not  convey  her  away,  although 
both  she  and  her  husband  “had  practised  with  him  about  the 
same,”  seeing  that  Raphe  himself  was  “so  fainte”  in  the  same 
matter,  fearful  of  his  Master  Sir  Thomas,  but  still  more  so  of 
the  Lady  Stanley  his  mistress’  mother.  The  same  morning  in 
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the  early  dawn  Mrs.  Ann  was  placed  on  horseback  and  sent  to 
the  Chapel  of  Harwood  to  be  married,  being  conducted  thither 
by  two  of  the  Lady  Stanley’s  men  and  four  of  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot’s,  and  marriage  was  there  and  then  openly  solemnized, 
apparently  without  Banns,  License,  or  Dispensation,  in  the 
dawning  of  the  day  between  her  and  John  Rishton  of  Pontalgh, 
“ sore  against  her  will,  many  salt  tears  all  the  tyme  gushinge 
and  distilling  from  her  eies  owing  to  the  evill  will  she  had  to 
the  said  marriage.”  — Lane.  MSS. 

Various  circumstances  are  minutely  recorded  in  con- 
nection with  this  extraordinary  marriage,  but  it  is  well  to 
leave  some  frightful  scenes  undescribed  and  unexplained. 
The  marriage  was  probably  not  consummated,  and  a 
divorce  was  obtained  at  Chester,  15  Nov.  1560,  when 
it  was  stated  that  the  parties  had  been  contracted  when 
young.  The  compulsion  was  attributed  to  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot, as  well  as  to  his  lady  mother,  who  had  been 

Edmund  Talbot  of  Bashall,  Esq.,  married  Ann,  sister  of  Sir  Percival 
Dyke  of  Lullingstone  Castle,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  Knt.,  and  left  issue 
a son,  afterwards  Sir  Thomas  Talbot,  Knt.  The  widow  Talbot  married 
before  22  Henry  VIII.  James  Stanley,  Esq.,  third  son  of  George,  Baron 
Strange,  K.G.,  and  in  that  year  she  and  her  husband  obtained  the 
wardship  of  her  son  Thomas  Talbot.  By  her  Will,  dated  November  20, 
1557,  she  describes  herself  as  Dame  Ann  Stanley,  widow  of  Sir  James 
Stanley,  and  after  trifling  legacies  to  servants,  bequeaths  the  residue  to 
“S"  Thomas  Talbot  Knt.,  my  sonne”  and  mentions  no  other  child. 
In  a trial  concerning  a private  chapel  in  Blackburn  Church,  heard 
at  Chester,  17  March,  1611-12,  between  Sir  Thomas  Walmsley,  Knt., 
and  John  Talbot  of  Salesbury,  Esq.,  the  second  witness  examined  was 
Ann  Rishton  of  Ormskirk  parish.  Widow,  ^t.  80  years.  She  deposed 
that  she  had  known  for  70  years  a Lordship  in  Blackburn  Parish 
called  Rishton  in  which  was  an  ancient  capital  messuage  called  Holt 
Hall  which  was  moated  about  and  that  Dame  Ann  Stanley  Mother  of 
S’’  Thomas  Talbot  was  buried  in  the  North  side  of  the  Holt  Chapel  — 
that  the  Lady  Stanley  was  wife  of  Edmund  Talbot  of  Bashall  Father  of 


Introduction. 


XXIX 


apparently  born  without  nerves,  and  who,  in  our  day, 
would  have  been  called  a strono^-minded  woman.  Her 
keen  antipathy  to  Raphe  Rishton  and  his  scandalous 
proceedings  induced  her  to  act  towards  her  daughter 
in  this  inhuman  and  unjustifiable  manner.  John  Rishton 
was  compensated  for  the  loss  of  Mrs.  Ann  by  being 
lawfully  married  to  her  sister  Alice,  another  daughter  of 
Sir  James  Stanley.  In  after  years  the  wife  Parker  pro- 
secuted the  contemptible  Captain  for  alimony,  but,  as 
might  have  been  expected,  failed  in  her  suit.  Not  one 
of  the  three,  under  happier  circumstances,  was  an  unequal 
match,  but  they  all  ended  in  disappointment  and  misery. 
Towneley  had  no  child,  Parker  had  six,  and  Stanley  two, 
children,  but  the  father  lived  to  see  them  all  removed 
by  death,  not  one  being  left  to  bear  the  indelible  stain  of 
a mother’s  shame  and  a father’s  perfidy. 

Sir  John  Towneley  possessed  great  local  influence.  In 
1516  (7  Henry  VIII.)  he  was  one  of  the  collectors,  for 
Lancashire,  of  the  subsidy  granted  to  the  King,  amount- 
ing to  110,000/.^^  Before  the  year  1500  he  had  obtained 

Sir  Thomas,  and  that  in  right  of  Dower  she  held  the  Messuage  of  Holt 
and  that  on  coming  there  she  put  Feilden  the  tenant  out  of  the  house 
and  placed  him  in  the  Gate  house.  The  deponent  being  daughter  to 
the  Lady  Stanley  and  at  her  Burial  came  with  the  corpse  to  Blackburn 
Church.  Sir  Thomas  Talbot  her  half  brother  died  at  Hawdley  Hall 
in  Blackburn  where  the  deponent  then  dwelt,  and  his  daughter  Ann, 
married  William  ffarington  of  Worden  Esq.  servant  to  the  Earl  of 
Derby.”  La?ic.  MSS. 

See  also  Lane.  Funeral  Certif.,  p.  33,  Note  24,  and  reverse  Pontalgh 
and  Dunkenhalgh.  Ralph  was  of  the  latter,  John  of  the  former  house. 

Lane.  MSS..,  vol.  xiv,  p.  94. 
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knighthood.  In  1526,  and  probably  before,  he  was  in 
the  commission  of  the  peace  for  the  county.  He  was 
the  high  sheriff  from  the  year  1532  to  1541,  so  that  he 
must  have  recognized  the  royal  supremacy.  His  'long 
and  uninterrupted  tenure  of  this  important  office  may 
have  arisen  from  political  considerations,  and  yet  he  was 
never  returned  as  a Burgess  to  Parliament,  nor  elected 
a knight  of  the  shire.  In  an  eventful  period  he  was 
not  associated  with  statesmen  given  to  change,  nor  do 
we  find  him  participating,  like  some  of  his  neighbours, 
in  the  popular  sacrilege  or  in  the  oppression  of  the  re- 
ligious. He  bought  no  abbey  lands,  and  although  he 
had  leases  both  before  and  after  the  dissolution  of 
Whalley  Abbey  he  did  not  obtain  any  of  the  tithes  of 
the  church  In  fee.  He  was  not  employed  in  the  Scottish 
wars,  nor  immediately  engaged  In  the  King’s  service 
at  court. 

He  seems  to  have  attended  to  his  own  business, 
married  his  children  and  grandchildren,  as  he  himself 
had  been  married,  whilst  in  a state  of  adolescence,  as  at 
that  time  love  and  liking  went  by  law  and  the  caprice  of 
parents,  and  young  men  and  maidens  were  required  to 
put  off  their  humanity,  but  not  to  disregard  their  off- 
spring. Dr.  Whitaker  has  observed  that,  “by  an  un- 
happy and  preposterous  arrangement  Sir  John  Towneley 
selected  the  chaplain  of  his  youth  and  the  mistress  of  his 
old  aofe  from  the  same  house.”  The  domestic  life  of 
that  age  is  little  to  be  admired,  and  the  morality  of  many 
country  gentlemen  in  Lancashire,  who  were  Sir  John’s 
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contemporaries,  will  not  bear  examination,  but  it  may  be 
doubted  if  Jenet  Ingham  was  really  the  mistress  of  his 
“ old  age.”  He  was  left  a widower  at  the  age  of  49,  and 
in  nine  years  afterwards  married  a second  wife,  so  that 
the  interval  might  be  darkened  by  the  rule  of  Miss 
Inorham,  but  we'  have  no  evidence  that  she  shared  his 
affections  with  a highly  connected  and  virtuous  wife,  whom 
he  appointed  sole  executrix  of  his  Will,  and  whose  tem- 
poral interests  he  was  evidently  more  than  ordinarily 
anxious  should  be  protected  and  furthered  by  his  grand- 
son, under  the  most  stringent  injunctions  and  conditions. 
The  provision  made  in  his  Will  for  masses  to  be  said  for 
the  repose  of  his  soul,  and  also  the  open  confession  of 
his  faith,  may  lead  us  to  hope  that,  after  grave  searchings 
of  heart,  he  died  in  peace,  and  desired  to  take  his  final 
rest  with  his  old  lineage  in  the  chapel  which  he  had  built 
in  Burnley  church,  and  thus  keep  alive  the  memory  of  the 
happy  domestic  ties  which  had  existed  in  life,  leaving  all 
other  differences  and  distinctions  to  be  adjusted  in  another 
and  better  world. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  his  Will  : 

In  Nomine  Patris  et  Filii  et  Spiritus  Sancti.  Amen.  Vicesimo 
octavo  die  mensis  Aprilis  anno  domini  millesimo  quingentesimo 
tricesimo  nono,  anno  vero  regni  Henrici  octavi,  dei  gratia  Anglie 
et  Francie  Regis,  fidei  defensoris,  domini  Hibernie  et  in  terra 
supremum  caput  A..nglicane  Ecclesie,  tricesimo  primo.  I Sir 
John  Towneley  of  Hapton  in  Com.  Lane.  Knight  make  my  tes- 
tament and  laste  will  in  forme  and  maner  hereafter  following. 
First  I bequeathe  my  soule  to  almightie  God  and  our  blessed 
lady  St.  Mary  alway  Virgine  his  mother  & to  all  the  Saintes  in 
Heven,  and  my  bodye  to  be  buryed  in  the  churche  of  Brunley. 


XXXll 


Intyod7iction. 


Also  I will  that  a hundreth  masses  of  the  v woundes  of  our  lord 
Ihesu  Christ  and  a hundreth  masses  of  the  holy  goost  be  gotten 
saide  for  my  soule  and  the  preestes  which  shold  say  the  masses 
to  have  for  every  of  the  saide  massies  iiij^  and  th’  aforsaide  mas- 
sies  to  be  gotten  saide  as  sone  after  my  decease  as  they  can  con- 
veniantly.  Also  I will  that  there  be  dealed  at  my  bur}dng  con- 
venient meate  and  drynke  and  all  other  costes  necessary  & 
charges  concerninge  my  saide  burjdnge  to  be  doon  by  thad\yse 
of  my  Executour.  Also  I bequethe  to  my  moost  loving  sone  in 
lawe  S"  Robert  Nevill  Knight  the  one  of  my  best  silver  otyn 
pottes.  Also  to  Grace  wif  of  Sir  Robert  Hesketh,  Knight,  oon 
of  my  best  silver  spones,  unto  Richard  Towneley  son  and  here 
apparaunt  of  Richard  Towneley  Esquier  who  is  son  and  heire 
apparaunt  unto  me  the  saide  Sir  John  Towneley  my  silver  basen 
and  my  silver  Ewer,  unto  Jane  Sherborne  oon  of  my  best  silver 
spones,  unto  Jane  Dalton  wif  of  William  Dalton  Esquier  two 
silver  spones  of  my  best  sorte,  unto  IMargaret  Towneley  my 
doughter  one  of  my  best  spones,  unto  Elinor  wife  of  Ewen 
Haydock  another  of  my  best  spones,  unto  Anne  Malom  tenne 
merkes.  Also  I will  and  assigne  the  said  Richard  Towneley  the 
sone  and  his  heires  and  lordes  of  Towneley  to  have  all  my  in- 
terest of  the  tieth  granes  and  comes  of  the  parryshe  of  Bryenley 
of  the  chauntrey  and  leace  of  the  late  Abbot  and  Convent  of  the 
late  monastery  of  Whalley  and  lately  confermed  by  our  said 
sovereyng  lord  the  king,  the  tieth  of  Extwissill  oonly  except, 
paying  thaccostumed  fermes  and  rent  I will  that  Robert  Wade 
shall  have  the  tyeth  come  of  Extisswell  aforesaid,  according  as 
he  hath  hadde  the  same,  and  if  he  dye  afore  the  said  yeres  shalbe 
expired,  then  the  same  to  Henry  Houghton.  And  if  the  said 
Henry  die,  then  the  said  tyeth  come  shall  remayne  unto  the  said 
Richard  Towneley  the  yonger  during  all  the  said  yeres,  and  he 
shall  have  all  those  landes  and  tenementes  whiche  I did  lately 
give  unto  Charles  Towneley,  my  sonne  lately  deceased,  situate 
in  Carcerton,  Worsopp  and  Woodsettes,  and  also  all  those  landes 
whiche  be  nowe  in  the  holding  of  John  Kay,  unto  the  said 
Richard  Towneley,  the  yonger  and  his  heires  for  ever.  I will 
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and  assigne  John  Towneley  my  brother  to  have  all  my  interest 
of  the  graunt  of  the  king  by  his  letters  patentes  under  his  sealle 
of  his  Duchee  of  Lancaster  bering  date  the  xx^i  day  of  Maye  in 
the  xxijti  yere  of  his  graces  reigne  of  and  in  one  myne  of  Coolys 
whn  the  kinges  graces  wast  of  Brunley  called  Brodehed,  to  the 
said  John  Towneley  my  brother  and  his  assignes  duringe  the 
terme  of  his  naturall  lif,  paing  the  king’s  yerely  rent,  and  if  the 
said  John  Towneley  my  brother  dye  afore  the  lease  expire  I give 
the  reversion  to  the  said  Richard  Towneley.  Also  I will  to  the 
said  Richard  Towneley  the  yonger  and  his  heires  all  my  interest 
in  a Lease  dated  the  xxviij^i  day  of  Marche  in  the  xvj^^  yere  of  his 
graces  reigne  of  and  in  a certain  grounde  called  Ightenhill  parke 
with  a tenement  called  cornefeild,  and  also  in  two  water  mills 
called  Brunley  and  Clitherowe  milles,  and  also  paing  unto  my 
lovinge  sonne  in  lawe  Sir  Robert  Heskett,  knight,  all  sommes  of 
money  specified  in  articles  drowne  betwixt  me  and  the  said  Sir 
Robert  Heskett  bering  date  the  xix^i  daye  of  Maye  in  the  xxv*^ 
yere  Henry  8,  so  that  neither  my  fermers  whiche  do  now  inhabite 
the  saide  grounde  called  Ightenhill  parke  and  the  Cornefeeld 
nor  their  wifes  nor  any  of  them  shalbe  removed  from  the  occu- 
pation of  those  tenementes  except  it  be  of  their  voluntary  will 
paing  therfor  unto  the  saide  Richard  Towneley  the  yonger  and 
his  heires  thaccostomed  rentes  without  any  rewarde  gressome  or 
income.  I will  that  Thomas  Towneley  my  bastarde  sonne  shall 
have  all  my  interest  of  the  graunt  of  the  kinge  in  one  water 
mylle  and  oon  fulling  mylle  situate  within  the  Towneshipp  of 
Colne,  with  all  the  commodities  thereunto  belonginge,  and  to  come 
at  his  death  unto  the  said  Richard  Towneley  the  younger  and 
his  right  heires.  Also  I will  to  the  said  Richard  Towneley  the 
yonger  all  my  interest  in  one  water  mylne  called  padyham  mylne 
yeelding  to  the  King  his  rent  reserved.  Provided  alwaie  that  if  it 
fortune  the  said  Richard  Towneley  the  yonger  and  his  heires  and 
every  of  theim  do  not  supporte,  ayde,  maynteyne  and  sett  forward 
to  the  uttirmost  of  their  powers  Dame  Anne  Towneley  my  wif  and 
John  Towneley  my  brother  and  all  and  singler  bequestes,  giftes 
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and  grauntes,  annuyties  and  feoffementes  to  my  said  wif  and  my 
said  brother  by  me  given  and  graunted  as  well  with  all  suche 
friendshipp  as  the  same  Richard  Towneley  the  yonger  and  his 
heires  or  any  of  theim  may  gett,  obtayne,  minister  or  have  in 
that  behalf,  as  also  their  goodes  and  bodily  labours,  without  any 
colour  or  feyning  at  all  tymes  to  come  and  from  tyme  to  tyme 
when  and  at  what  tyme  they  or  any  of  theim  shalbe  required 
thereunto  by  my  said  wife  as  by  my  said  brother, — Then  all  my 
said  grauntes,  barganes  and  leaces  whiche  I have  assigned  to  the 
said  Richard  Towneley  the  yonger  and  to  his  heires  shall  revert 
and  come  clerely  to  my  said  wif  and  to  the  said  John  Towneley 
my  brother  and  to  their  assignes  duringe  the  residewe  of  the 
yeres  then  not  expired  any  article  or  articles  in  this  my  last  will 
conteyiied  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And  also  I give 
and  bequeth  the  residuwe  of  all  my  moveable  goodes  remayninge 
over  my  bequestes  my  funerall  expenses  contented  and  paied 
unto  the  saide  Dame  Anne  my  wif 

He  revokes  former  Wills.  And  this  my  present  last  will 
euermore  to  stande  in  strength  and  virtue  and  affecte.  Where- 
uppon  I ordein  and  make  my  s^^  wif  my  executrice  to  execute 
and  fulfill  the  same  as  she  will  make  answere  afore  God  at  the 
most  dreidfull  daye  of  judgement.  And  also  I do  ordein  and 
require  the  saide  Richard  Towneley  the  yonger  to  be  super- 
visour  of  this  my  saide  last  will  and  to  se  that  my  saide  execu- 
trice do  well  and  justely  execute  the  same.  In  witnes  wherof  I 
the  saide  John  Towneley  have  setto  my  seall  and  subscribed 
my  name.  Yeoven  the  day  and  yere  above  written.  By  me  John 
Towneley  Knighte,  Written  with  my  owen  hande. 

Proved  in  London,  20  April,  1540,  by  the  oath  of  Ralph 
Shuttilworth  the  Proctor  of  the  Executrix  therein  named. 

P^'ohate  Court,  Somerset  Ho.  Reg.  A huger,  fo.  14. 

This  Rental  exhibits  the  low  state  of  Aorriculture  in 
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the  North  of  England,  and  especially  in  South-East  Lan- 
cashire, in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII I.  The  license  of  land 
tenure  was  still  arranged  on  the  primitive  mode  of  a rude 
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husbandry,  and  rent  was  partly  paid  in  kind  with  personal 
services  and  feudal  duties,  and  so  continued  for  more  than 
another  century  and  a half  The  measurement  or  spe- 
cific extent  of  the  land  is  not  recorded  in  the  Roll,  but 
from  the  number  of  the  tenants  and  the  various  holdings 
we  may  infer  that  the  Rental  almost  represents  the  same 
estate  in  the  same  localities  now  possessed  by  the  family. 
It  may  be  reasonably  supposed  that  no  farms  in  the  dis- 
trict would  be  better  cultivated  or  be  more  productive 
under  such  a landlord,  as  they  had  been  in  the  tenure  or 
under  the  vigilant  eye  of  the  same  family  long  anterior  to 
the  Plantagenet  dynasty  if  not  to  pre-historic  times.  The 
real  estates  are  not  named  in  Sir  John’s  Will,  as  he  and 
his  father  had  settled  them  on  trustees,  by  deed,  in  tail 
male,  unconditionally.  At  that  time  there  were  no  pro- 
visions made  for  carrying  out  improvements,  for  planting, 
for  buildings,  or  for  the  exercise  of  any  power  over  the 
estate.  Each  head  of  the  family  enjoyed  it  during  his 
life,  and  by  a wise  system  of  entailment  and  primogeniture 
no  part  of  it  was  sold  or  diminished  ; but  it  descended 
from  one  generation  to  another,  and  the  old  tenants  and 
their  families  continued  their  easy  hereditary  holdings, 
which  it  will  be  observed  that  Sir  John  in  his  Will  did 
not  overlook.  The  amount  of  the  income,  making  due 
allowance  for  change  in  the  value  of  the  currency,  seems 
to  have  been  small  during  the  time  of  Sir  John  Towneley, 
who  appears  nevertheless  to  have  been  what  would  now  be 
called  a practical  agriculturist.  He  enclosed  commons, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  drained  marshes,  reclaimed  wastes,  and 
cleared  woods.  He  was  wishful  to  improve  his  cattle  and 
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to  increase  the  number  of  his  stock  ; his  sheep,  as  the  Roll 
shows,  amounting  in  1535  to  four  hundred.^^  His  son 
Richard  succeeded  to  some  of  his  agricultural  stock,  and 
in  the  i and  2 Philip  and  Mary,  prosecuted  his  (Richard’s) 
daughter-in-law.  Dame  Frances  Towneley,  widow,  Alex- 
ander Radcliffe  and  Robert  Rede,  Esqs.,  for  certain 
sheep  which  had  been,  it  was  held,  illegally  distrained 
upon  by  them,  and  replevied,  on  Clivacher  Moor,  in 
Hapton,^^  which  shows  that  some  family  misunderstand- 
ing at  that  time  existed.  It  may  be  inferred  that  Sir 
John  laboured  to  increase  his  income  and  to  extend  his 
power,  and  his  Will  proves  that  he  had  already  made  pro- 
vision for  his  younger  son,  and  had  given  marriage  portions 
with  his  daughters,  and  that  he  left  his  copyhold  estate 
charged  with  neither  mortgages,  annuities,  rent-charges, 
nor  bonds.  Mr.  Hallam  says  that  a great  rise  of  rents 
took  place  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI II.,  and  that  the 
usual  price  of  land  half  a century  before  was  ten  years’ 
purchase. 

At  his  death  on  the  5th  March,  1539-40,  Sir  John’s 
whole  income  from  his  Burnley  estate  appears,  from  the 
Rental  now  printed,  to  have  amounted,  in  money  only, 
to  104/.  10s.  gd.  per  annum.  The  same  estate,  when 
stripped  of  all  additions  by  purchase  or  enclosure,  was 
estimated  to  be  worth,  in  the  year  1800,  3000/.  a year, 
and  it  is  said  now,  with  its  mineral  wealth,  to  exceed  ten 
times  that  sum.  F.  R.  R. 

Rental,  p.  6.  Duch.  Lane.  Office,  vol.  iii,  No.  1 1. 
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RENTAL  OF  BURNLEY,  IGHTENHILL, 

&c. 

Dated  ist  January  27.  Hen:  8.  (1535-6.) 


That  this  Rentalle  was  made  the  ffirst  daye  off  January  in 
the  xxvij^^  yere  of  the  Reigne  of  Kyng  Henry  the  viij*^. 


The  ffermez  of  y®  p’sh  off  Brnley.  anno  p’dict: 
In  p’mis. 


Jamys  holt  xliiij®  x<^ 

John  wod  xxviij®  ij^ 

Itm  omfrey  ynghm  xxj^  vj^ 

Itm  Robert  ynghm  viij^  vij^ 

Ifm  John  ynghm xvij^  viij*! 

Ifm  Richard  Robert  xvij^  viij^ 

Itm  Richard  claton xx^ 

Ifm  Jamys  estwod  | 

Ifm  Thomas  estwod  i 

Ifm  John  estwood  xij*  iiij^ 

Ifm  John  Lee  x® 

Ifm  Edmund  Lee  x^ 

Ifm  Laures  estewod  x® 

Ifm  Thomas  gwytles  vij®  viij^ 

Ifm  J ohn  Robart 

Ifm  Jamys  Swane  vj®  iij*^ 

Ifm  John  Parker ij^ 

Ifm  Edward  Parker ij®  vj^ 

Ifm  Mast^  Dene^ ij^ 


Sm^  xij^^  vjs  iijd  [ijd] 
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Rental  of  Bitrnley , Ightenhill,  &c. 


the  bone  henne^  ys  iij  schore^  & xij.  The  some  in  money. 
Itm  the  scherryng^  ys  xxxvj  days,  ys  xxij^. 

Itm  the  mawyng^  ys  xij  days. 

the  some  of  thys  rennte  at  qwyssonday  ys  iij^  x^^  ob. 
Itm  the  some  at  Martynmas  ys  xij^^  v®  x^  ob. 

Sih^  total  in  the  yer^  ys  xiij^^  viij®  viij<^. 


the  fre  fiferme  of  brunley  parch^  anno  p’dicto. 

In  p’mys.  Wyllya  hyrstewod  of  hyrstewod®  

Ifm  Laures  nutter  of  y®  north  banke  xij^  ob. 

Itm  Wylla  halstyd  of  Worsterne  iiij^ 

Itm  Wyllya  folds  of  brunley  Wode  j'l 

Itm  Robert  Wylkynson  of  hvrstewode®  xiij^^ 

Itm  Thomas  Hey  p gemholle  ij^  vjd 

Itm  Ryc^  qhyttel?  for  grymshay  

Ifm  John  walschay  for  otterhed  lande xiij^l  ob. 

Ifm  Laures  halstyd  for  Roley7  iijsiijdob. 

Ifm  Luce  Jackson  for  y®  hele  hetts  iiij^ 

Ifm  Wyllya  Smythe  for  Robynson  londe  

Ifm  Nycolas  helay  for  Hele  place^  

Ifm  Wyllya  bercrofte^  for  land  in  Wersterne  xiij<i  ob. 


vi^  Edward  bregge  for  brunle  wode  .... 

Shi^  xys  x<^. 

jO 

Md  the  fiferme  of  Haptone.^®  anno 

p’dicto. 

In  p’mys.  Ryc^  Byrtwysleye^^  

xxxijs  viij' 

Ifm  Henr^  Robart  

xxxjs  vj^ 

Ifm  Edward  Robart  

xvjs  viij*^ 

Ifm  John  Heys  

XX® 

Ifm  Jamys  bothe 

XX® 

Ifm  Laures  Heys 

xvj®  iiij'^ 

Ifm  John  Pollard 

X®  viij*^ 

Ifm  John  Gale 

xl® 

Ifm  Wyllya  claton  

XX® 

Ifm  Gorge  Pollard  

xl® 
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Itm  Wyllya  Smythe  xvj^ 

Itm  Wyllya  Rabschay^^ xvj^  viij^ 

xxd 


Itm  Henr:  Wylkynson  

Srna.  xiiij^i  ij®  x^. 
the  bone  henns  iij  schorr*^  & vj 
Itm  the  bone  sherryng  ys  xxxiij  days  V ^ 
Itm  the  mawyng  ys  xij  days  ^ 


some  m money 


the  qwite  rentt  of  Hapton  to  Edmund  Assheton*^ 

& Shacirleyd^ 

for  byrtwysle  & a gardene  in  the  esse  krofte^'^... 

Itm  to  Nycolas  Shetyllworthe^^ 

and  thys  rentte  to  be  payd  at  Martynmas, 
the  some  of  the  rentte  at  qwyssonday  ys  ...  vij^*  iij®  xj^ 

Ifm  the  some  at  Martynmas  ys viij^^  iiij®  ix'^ 

Sih^  total  de  claro^®  in  y®  yer^  ys  xv^^  viij®  viij^ 

the  fifre  ferme  of  Hapton.  anno  p’dicto. 

In  p’mis.  Edmund  Assheton  iiij®  vj^* 

and  iij  broddeharro  hedds. 

Itm  Robart  Shacarley iiij®  vj^^ 

and  ij  brodharro  hedds. 

Itm  Thomas  Lyster.  a brodharro  hed. 

Ifm  Thomas  Parker iiij®  vj^ 

Ifm  a pare  of  Spors. 

Ifm  Hugh  Habergam  for  bradley*^  xvj®  iiij^^ 

Ifm  Ryc*^  byrtwysle  of  bentley  wodgrene  iij® 

Ifm  Thomas  Ryley  j^  and  a pare  of  gloves. 

Ifm  Thomas  Robart'^  for  the  colly n horse jjd 

Sni^  xxxiij®  viij^^  [j^]  and  vj  broddharro  hedds. 
and  a pare  of  spors.  (illegible.) 

The  fferme  off  ightenhill  p’ke.^®  anno  p’dco. 

In  p’mis. 


The  Vicar  of  Rachedale^^ 
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Ifm  Thomas  ffollds 

Ifm  Willia  shore  

Ifm  Willia  hancocke  

Ifm  y®  wife  of  Ric<i  Suttard  

Ifm  Edmund  Risheton  

Ifm  George  halsted 

Jamys  holt 

Ifm  John  ynghm 

Ifm  Richard  Benthfh  

Itm  Richard  Borthma 

Ifm  Jamys  Pollard  

Ifm  John  Spens’’22  

Ifm  Richard  Claiton  

Suina  xxxix^i  xviij^  vj4 
the  bone  mallards^s  is  iij  scores  & xviij*^^. 

Itm  y®  bone  slieryng  is  xxxix'^  daiez. 

Itm  y®  bone  mawyng  is  xiij  daiez. 
thez  bonez  in  monay  is  xxiij^  x4 
Itm  my  mast^^4  of  y®  Terthez^s  is  xx®. 
to  be  paid  to  y®  Kyng  off  y®  holers  xxx^i 
Ifm  to  my  mast^  de  claro  xj^^  xij®  iiij4 

Itm  to  be  paid  to  y®  Abbott  of  Whallay^^  ffor  y®  terthez  xxxj^  iiijd 
Itm  to  y®  said  Abbott  ffor  y®  terthez  of  the  Come  ffeld  vj^  viij4 
to  be  payd  to  my  mast’’  at  astre^®  ffor  ye  ferme  of  ightehill 
p’ke  xxviij®  iiij*^  — iiij^’  xiiij®  iij4 
Itm  at  myghellmes  x^’  iiij®  — vj^’  xviij^ 

The  ffermez  off  y®  ffely  close.^s  anno  p’dco. 

Im  p’mis. 


George  Grymshay vij^’ 

Ifm  Thomas  watmough  xxx^ 

Ifm  John  Spens’^  xxxij^ 

Ifm  Ryc^  Claiton  xix^ 

Ifm  Willia  mychell  xix^ 

Ifm  Jamys  Smyth  xxx® 
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Itm  George  Smyth  xxxj® 

Ifm  Willia  Tailyer  xxx^ 

Hm  Henry  Barcroft 


Suma  xvj^^  xj^ 

to  ye  Kyng  x^i  xiijs  iiij^ 

Itm  to  Towneley  xviij®. 

ye  fferme  off  John  Banest^  vij^^  vj^ 


Itm  John  Kay^^  xxxxvj^  viij^ 

Itm  John  Towneley32 iiijii 


Suma  xiij^^  xiij^  iiijd 
y®  iiij  mylnez.^^ 

In  pmis.  Brnley  mylne  payng  yerely  to  y®  Kyng  vj^ 

Itm  y®  said  mylne  to  y®  abbott  off  Whalley  iiij^ 

Itm  y®  Revcbn  off  y®  said  mylne  to  Townley  upon  a Covht. 

Itm  Padyhrh  mylne  to  the  Kyng  xiijs  iiijd 

Itm  the  said  mylne  to  y®  abbott  of  Whallay  xf. 

Itm  y®  Revcbn  of  y®  said  mylne  upon  a Cov’nte  to  Townley. 
Ifm  Clivicher  mylne  to  the  abbott  off  Whalley  xij‘i. 

Ifm  the  Revcbn  of  y®  said  mylne  upon  a Cov*nte  to  Townley. 
Ifm  Walferden  mylne  to  y®  abbott  of  Wallay  xij^. 

Ifm  y®  Revcbn  off  y®  said  mylne  upon  a Covnte. 

Anno  pdcb  thez  iiij  mylnez  were  to  Townley  de  claro 
xxv^^  iiij®  vij<^. 

meile  was  sold  this  yere  ffor  xj*^  a mette.^^ 

the  fferme^s  of  the  Gse^®  was  to  Townley. 


In  pmis.  Xp5fer  hei  xxij® 

Idem.  Xp5fer  ffor  hys  bonez  xvj'^ 

Idem.  Xpofer  ffor  hys  terthez  iiij®  iiij'^ 

Ifm  Henry  Pollard  ffor  his  fferme  xij®  vj*^ 

Idem.  Henr^  ffor  his  bonez  xvj^ 

Idem.  Henr^  ffor  his  terthez xxij^^ 
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Itm  Laurence  heep  ffor  kepyng  ofif  ye  closez  and  ) 

gettyng  of  hay I 

Sum  a liijs 

Itm  to  discharge  y®  s5me  with  in  p’mis  y®  soih  ghiste^^  vii  bests 
xvj®  iiij^. 

Itm  in  y®  ovmast^^  Gse  ffor  hay  viij^. 

Itm  beyonde  y®  water  & one  bestgate^^  in  edishe. 

Itm  xij  bests  in  wynter  to  be  ffotherd  with  orts^®  xvj®. 

Itm  XXX  wethers  viij^^. 

Itm  ffor  the  largher  ende  of  y®  Gse  iij®. 

Suiha (not  given.)^^ 

there  is  xxxxiij^  iiij*^  paid  to  Townley  & x®  to (torn.) 

the  Remend^  over  & beside  ys  vij^*  x®  x<^. 

The  ffermez  ofif  Nutshay  and  Donocshay. 


In  p’mis  yt  Nuthshay  was  to  Towneley  xl® 

Itm  ffor  bonez  xvj*^ 

Ifm  ffor  Crabtre  place  xx®  viij*^ 

Itm  ffor  bonez  xvj*^ 

Itm  ffor  y®  halfe  of  y®  stone  howse xx® 

Itm  ffor  bonez  xvj^ 


Suma  iiiji'  iiij®  viij‘^ 

Pillyng  wags^^  xvj®  viij^ 
without  the  tent  which  is  worth  xiij®  iiij*^. 

to  discharge  theys  some  with  all. 

In  p’  mis.  the  brode  medow  vj®  viij^^  — x ffothers  of  hay 
gettyng  of  their  Costs  of  y®  beste. 

Itm  the  Croks*^^  v®. 

Itm  the  leyis'^^  vj®  iiij^. 

Itm  ij  ffothers  of  hay. 

Itm  Donocshay  medow  xiij®  iiij*^. 

Itm  y®  halfe  ghiste  off  Nutshay  iiij^^  x®  iiij^V 

Itm  y®  winP  gist  to  be  ffotherd  with  gresse  & hay  & vj  bests 

XX®. 

Itm  iiij  hundreth  shepe  In  WynP  iiij^^. 
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and  so  paid  to  Townley  iiijs  viij^. 
and  the  RemeS  o9  & besids  is  xix^  viij^ 

Besyde  Pyllyng  wags  qwyche  is  xxx^, 

the  demeynys  belongyng  to  Townley  anno  p’dco. 

In  p’mis  the  halle  lonez'^^  orcherds  and  Garthyns  xx^ 

Itm  the  olde  p’ke^^  xx^ 

Itm  y®  heigh  Rode xij® 

Itm  the  lathe  fflat  yng  with  y®  Croft  xx^ 

Itm  y®  litle  p’ke  iij^  iiij*^ 

Itm  the  Erode  yng xP 

Itm  y®  tynde  oke  lee  iij^  iiij^ 

Itm  y®  ffysher  yng  vj^  viij<^ 

Itm  the  chapell  lee^^  xxvj^  viij^ 

Itm  the  Castell  hilB^  vj^  vlij"^ 

Itm  the  Smyth  place  xxj®  iiij^ 

Itm  y®  hollyn  heugh^^ xk 

Itm  the  ov  close  & y®  largher  iij^^ 

Itm  bulle  haugh  Gse  xliij^  iiij<i 

Ifm  the  Smalle  asylls^^  x®  if 

Ifm  nutteshay  & dunnockshay  iiij^*  iiij®  vlij*^ 

Suma  xx^^  xviij®  ij^. 

Itm  Brhshay^2 lijii 

Itm  shore  heigh  with  y®  merld  vrith^^  jijii 

Itm  the  halle  heigh xx^ 

Itm  qwithor*^  place xlj®  iiij^i 

Itm  qwittacre  place  xxiij^  iiijd 

Itm  Teilyer  place  x^ 

Itm  y®  qwite  hei  xiijs  iiij*^ 

Ifm  Gresse  ffarre  Carre  x® 

Ifm  argam  Rode^4  vj®  viij^^ 

Ifm  the  waR  vrithis liij®  iiij^ 

Ifm  ij  medows xxxiij®  iiij^^ 

Ifm  Smyth  place xlvj®  iiij*^ 

Ifm  y®  Intacks  of  y®  olde  p’ke  iij® 
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Itm  y®  qwitehill  howse  xiij® 

Suma  xix^^  xiiijs. 

Sum  a totals  xl^i  xij^  ij^. 

that  thys  is  masf  chorls^^  fferme. 


In  pin  is  Henry  houghton^® 

Itm  Jamys  walton  - xv^ 

Alexand*'  lee xv® 

Henry  Wilkynson  xxxij^ 


Suma  ijs 

M'l  the  ghistefhets  of  hapton  p’ke  xxv^i. 
at  Myighelmes  & y®  halfe  ghist.  of  y^  masf^  hesketh 
Paid  vi^^  xiijs  iiij*^. 

To  the  abbott  of  Whallay  ffor  herbige  x®. 

De  Claro  to  Townley  o9  & besids  the  paymets  to  mast>^ 
hesketh^7  & to  y®  said  abbott  is  xvij^^  xvj®  viij^. 

the  fferme  of  yghtynhyll  parkes  at  astur  anno  p’dco. 
iiij^i  xiiijs  iijd 

Ifm  the  ffelecloss  ferme  xlix^ 

of  the  qwych  some  to  be  part  to  mast^  hesket  at  astur 
xiij®  iiij<^. 

and  so  de  claro  to  Townley  ix®  xj<^. 

the  fferme  of  brunley  parch  at  qwytsonday  iij®  ob. 
Itm  the  fferme  of  hapton  vij^^  iijs  xj'^. 

Itm  masP  John  townley,  John  bannesP^  & John  Key  fermys 
vjii  xvj®  viij*^. 

Itm  the  demane  of  townley  xx^^  vjs 

Wyllya  bannest^  to  be  part  of  thes  fermes  xlvj^  viij<^. 

Suma  de  claro  to  townley  at  qwyssonday  xxxviij^^  iij®  ob. 

the  fferme  of  yghtynhyll  parke  at  mychelmas  xviijs  jd 


Itm  the  ferme  of  the  ffele  close  xlix® 

Ifm  the  gestements  of  hapton  parke..  xxv^^ 
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and  so  mast^  basket  part  of  thes  fermys  xiij^ 

and  to  y®  abbot  of  Walley  for  herbege x® 

Surna  de  claro  to  townley  at  mychelmas  xxvj^^  iij^  ix^ 

the  ferine  of  brunley  parch  at  martynmas ...  vij^^  v®  f ob. 

Itm  the  ferme  of  hapton iiij® 

Itm  mast^  John  townley,  John  Bannest^’  & John  ) 

Itm  the  demane  of  townley  *. xx^i  vj^ 

Wyllya  bannest^  to  be  part  of  thes  fermys  ..  xlvj^ 

Itm  to  Edmund  Assheton  & shardrley  (sic)  ... 

Itm  to  Nycolas  shetylworth  

Ifm  to  the  Kyng xxv®  viij^ob. 


Sum^  de  claro  to  townley  at  martynmas  xxxviijii  xiiij®. 


Declare  to  townley  at  astur  of  yghtynhyll  ) 

parke  and  the  ffeleclosse  ferme  j 

Itm  declare  to  townley  at  qwyssonday xxviij^^  ob. 

Itm  declare  to  townley  at  mychelmas  xxvij^i  ix^^ 

Itm  declaro  to  townley  at  martynmas  xxxviij^^  xiiij® 


Sih^  declaro  in  the  yer^  ys  hunderth  pound  & x^  ix<^  ob. 
And  the  iiij  mylns  to  acowte. 

thys  ys  y®  Kyngs  ferme  to  pay  to  y®  balle®® ..  viij^^  ij^ 


Itm  to  y®  graue^9  xlvjs  ijd  ob. 

to  pay  thys  w^  all  of  the  tyis  of  brunley ix^ 

Itm  of  the  Petur  money®^ xlvj^  viij<^ 

Itm  for  vrithys  xvj® 

Itm  of  the  freferme  of  hapton  * xxxiij^ 

Ifm  of  the  freferme  of  brunley  ..  xv^  x<^ 

Itm  of  y®  scolerod  tylth®* ix^ 

Ifm  my  masP  part  ys  to  pay  xxv® 
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NOTES. 


^ Mast^  DeneT  William,  son  of  John  Dene,  the  head  of  a family 
of  middle-class  gentry  resident  at  Tunworth,  near  Blackburn  and  Read 
Hall,  and  not  at  Tanworth  in  Warwickshire,  according  to  Churton. 
Master  Dene  married  Maud,  daughter  of  John,  and  sister  of  Alexander 
Nowell,  D.D.,  Dean  of  St  Paul’s.  (La?ic.  Fisf.,  1567,  p.  36,  Cheth. 
series.)  Her  mother,  Elizabeth  Nowell,  born  Kay,  became  the  wife 
of  Charles,  second  son  of  Sir  John  Towneley,  Knt ; and  her  grand- 
mother was  Grace,  daughter  of  Sir  Richard,  and  sister  of  Sir  John 
Towneley,  whose  rental  is  now  printed.  Master  William  Dene  had  three 
sons  — John,  William,  and  Nicholas,  of  whom  some  account  is  given 
in  Churton’s  Life  of  DeaJi  Nowelf  pp.  141,  357  ; Dr.  Grosart’s  Spendmg 
of  the  Money  of  Robert  Nowelf  p.  80,  Note  7;  and  Abram’s  History  of 
Blackbur7i,  p.  446. 

2 “bone  hen?ief  Boons  were  small  payments  reserved  in  leases,  to  be 
paid  by  the  tenants  to  the  landlord,  and  were  rendered  in  kind  as  Boon 
hens,  capons,  or  other  poultry ; sometimes,  in  addition  to  the  rent,  a day 
or  two  of  ploughing  or  mowing  was  required.  See  instances  in  Harland’s 
Shuttleuwrth  Acc.  Books,  pt.  ii,  p.  457,  Chetham  series. 

^ “ schoref  Afterwards  spelled  “schorre”  and  score,”  the  latter 
being  the  right  spelling. 

^ “ seller ry fig  fnawyng^^  were  sometimes  called  boon  days.  Oats 
being  the  common  grain,  and  Oatmeal  the  common  food  of  the  country, 
there  would  be  more  shearing  in  Burnley  in  the  sixteenth  than  in  the 
nineteenth  century ; but  the  mowing  would  probably  be  the  same. 

^ “ f arch  A It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  Burnley,  which  at  this 
time  was  merely  a chapel  of  ease  under  Whalley,  having  no  strictly 
parochial  organization,  is  here  described  as  a parish. 

6 “JVyl/yd  hyrstewodA  Hurstwood  is  a small  hamlet  near  Towneley 
and  about  two  miles  east  of  Burnley.  The  family  of  the  local  name 
does  not  occur  in  any  of  the  county  genealogies,  nor  have  any  of  their 
Wills  or  Post  Mort.  Inq.  been  discovered.  In  1560  John  Hurstwood 
was  one  of  the  eighteen  freeholders  in  AVorsthorne  (adjoining  Hurstwood) 
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whose  ancestors  held  their  lands  there  in  the  time  of  Edward 
Ux.  Johannes  Hurstwood  of  Hurstwood  was  a recipient  of  Robert 
Nowell’s  benefaction  in  the  year  1569  (p.  378),  and  might  be  a distant 
relative  of  the  Nowells.  In  the  same  year  Alice  Spenser  of  Hurstwood 
also  had  a Nowell  dole,  as  well  as  Robert  Wylkynson  who  occurs  here 
in  1535  as  “of  Hurstwood,”  but  who  received  the  Nowell  benefaction 
at  Padiham,  where  he  lived  in  1569  (p.  320). 

7 ^^Laures  hatstyd for  RoleyP  He  was  the  head  of  one  of  the  oldest 
Burnley  families  still  existing,  and  residing  on  their  ancestral  estate.  His 
name  occurs  in  the  third  generation  from  the  beginning  of  the  recorded 
Pedigree,  and  he  is  entered  as  living  5 Henry  VI 1 1.  A Pedigree  of  the 
family  was  entered  in  the  Heralds’  College  in  1833,  but  it  is  unfor- 
tunately deficient  in  all  the  minute  requirements  of  such  a record. 
Laurence  Halsted  of  Rowley  Hall  paid  a chief  rent  to  Sir  John 
Towneley,  his  superior  lord. 

® ^‘Nycotas  helay  for  Hole  placet''  In  the  new  edition  of  Whitaker’s 
History  of  JV/ia//ey,  vol.  ii,  p.  177,  there  is  a Pedigree  of  Whitaker  of 
Healey  Hall,  near  Burnley,  but  no  mention  is  made  of  the  original 
family  of  Healey,  and  as  the  Whitakers  held  the  estate  in  the  early  part 
of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  (1563),  and  in  five  generations  retained 
“Nicholas”  as  a Christian  name,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  property 
was  acquired  by  marriage  with  a daughter  of  the  individual  here  named. 
Healey  Hall  is  now  the  property  of  the  Towneley  family  by  purchase. 

® “ Wyllyd  bercrofteP  whose  grandfather  died  in  1530,  21  Henry  VIII, 
being  succeeded  by  his  son  Robert,  who  died  soon  afterwards,  leaving  a 
son  William  here  named,  who  held  the  estate  in  1532,  and  dying  at 
Barcroft  Hall  was  buried  at  Burnley  in  February  1581.  A pedigree 
of  four  descents  of  the  family  was  recorded  by  Dugdale  in  1664-5, 
but,  by  the  unpardonable  carelessness  of  Sir  William  Dugdale  or  his 
secretary,  Thomas  Barcroft  himself,  who  entered  and  signed  the  pedi- 
gree, is  entirely  omitted,  as  well  as  his  wives  and  their  son  William, 
and  five  daughters.  The  children  are  entered  as  the  issue  of  William 
Barcroft  and  his  wife  Susan  Rishton,  who  were  their  grand  parents  ! 
The  following  extracts  from  the  Registers  of  Burnley  Church  relate  to 
the  baptism  and  burial  of  the  gentlemen  excluded  by  Dugdale  : 
“ Thomas  Barcroft  sonne  of  William  Barcroft  de  Barcroft  bap.  f viii‘** 


History  of  Whatley,  vol.  ii,  p.  231. 
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daye  of  July  1605.”  “Thomas  Barrcrofte  de  Barrcrofte  bur,  September 
17,  i668.”  Dugdale’s  error  is  corrected  in  the  new  edition  of  Whit- 
aker’s Whatley,  vol.  ii,  p.  220. 

HaptonP  This  Manor  is  situate  in  Padiham,  and  descended  to 
the  Towneleys  from  the  Norman  owners  of  the  local  name  through  the 
De  la  Leghs  who  held  it  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  Henry  A^III  granted 
a license  to  Sir  John  Towneley  to  enclose  and  empark  the  same. 

Ryc^^  Byrtwysteyer  He  was  of  Huncote  Hall,  and  the  head  of  an 
old  Hapton  family  descended  from  the  Huncotes.  He  succeeded  his 
father,  Oliver  Birtwisle,  in  the  year  1529-30,  and  held  a large  farm  in 
Hapton  of  the  Towneleys.  He  also  held  3 mess,  in  Huncote  of  Rich. 
Rishton  and  Tho.  Grimshaw,  Esqs.,  in  soccage  by  the  rent  of  one  penny, 
valued  at  v marks.  His  son  probably  recorded  the  pedigree  at  Glover’s 
Visitatio?i  of  Lancashire  in  1567.  See  also  the  corrected  pedigree  in  the 
new  edition  of  Whitaker’s  Whatley,  vol.  ii,  p.  284. 

12  if  Wyttyd  RabschayL  William  Robertshay  and  Robertshaw  paid 
Easter  dues  in  Hapton  in  1552-3.  {Chetha?n  Misc.,  vol.  v,  pp.  5,  13.) 

Edmund  Assheton  6^  ShacirleyL  In  the  new  edition  of  Whitaker’s 
Whatley  there  are  abstracts  of  several  deeds  relating  to  the  Shuttleworths 
and  De  la  Leghs  of  Shuttleworth  in  Hapton,  and  also  to  the  descent  of  the 
Manor,  from  which  it  appears  that  Lettice  and  Isabella  were  the  daughters 
and  coheiresses  of  William  Talbot  of  Shuttleworth  Hall  in  Hapton,  and 
of  his  wife,  Alice,  the  grand-daughter  and  heiress  of  John  De  la  Legh, 
and  Isabella  Shuttleworth,  who  conveyed  the  Manor  to  her  husband. 
Lettice  Talbot,  the  elder  coheiress,  married  first,  John,  eldest  son  of 
Edmund  Assheton  of  Chadderton,  Jure  ux.,  but  being  left  a widow  with 
three  sons,  she  had  contracted  a second  marriage,  before  1484,  with 
Nicholas  Towneley,  uncle  of  Sir  John  Towneley,  Knt,  whose  Rent  Roll 
is  now  printed.  Isabella  Talbot,  the  younger  coheiress,  married,  before 
1484,  Robert  Shakerley,  Esq.,  and  had  a son  Thomas,  whose  contract  of 
marriage  with  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Christopher  Standish,  Knt.,  deceased, 
is  dated  22  Henry  VII,  1506.  It  is  not  quite  clear  how  the  Manor, 
which  was  settled,  in  1484,  on  Lettice,  wife  of  Nicholas  Towneley,  and 
afterwards  on  Isabella,  wife  of  Robert  Shakerley,  became  vested  in 
Edmund  Assheton  unless  it  was  conveyed  by  purchase  from  Robert 
Shakerley  in  1539,  nor  is  there  any  evidence  how  it  passed  from  Towne- 
ley. Two  original  deeds  in  my  possession  contain  statements  in  con- 
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nection  with  the  Manor  somewhat  different  from  those  abstracted  and 
referred  to  above,  and  yet  both  of  them  seem  to  have  been  examined  by 
Christopher  Towneley,  the  antiquary.  The  first  is  an  Award — “ Gyven 
at  Whalley  15  March  4 Edw.  IV,  1464 — and  wytnesses  that  divers  variance 
and  debate  has  bene  moved  and  hade  between  William  Talbot  of  Shotyl- 
worth  and  Alice  his  wife  upon  that  on  ptye  and  Nycholl  Legh  son  of 
Thomas*  {sic)  I^egh  opon  that  oy’’  ptye,  and  the  p’tyes  by  medyac’on  of 
frindes  are  fully  condescended  & agreed  to  submyt  to  frendes  and  abyde 
y®  ordinance  and  award  of  us  James  Stansfeld  and  William  Starky  chosen 
by  both  p’tyes  of  all  manner  of  acc’ons  quarelez  varyancez  & demandz 
And  taking  opon  us  the  offic’  of  domesman  as  requyrd  that  malyce  and 
hurt  may  not  ensue  we  dome  the  sayd  p’tyes  to  be  fully  accordet  and  in- 
wardly faythful  freynds  wythowten  frawd  or  gyle  or  malyce  Nycholas  to 
make  a playn  relesse  in  fowrme  of  law  & equity  of  all  the  landz  & tene- 
mentz  w“‘  ther  appurt’s  w'’‘‘  were  sometyme  of  the  inh’ance  of  Issabell 
that  was  late  the  wyffe  of  John  Legh"  of  Shotylworth  to  the  behoof  of 
Alison  the  wyffe  of  Will  Talbot  aforesayd  and  to  the  heyrs  of  Alison 
laghfully  begotten  And  Nycoll  shall  be  sworn e as  solem’ply  as  s'^  Will 
and  Alyce  shall  require  never  to  disturb  ne  trowble  am  ne  their  intrance 
ne  tenantz  att  the  lagh  ne  by  the  lagh  and  yf  thys  Award  be  fownde  not 
suffyciently  made  ne  as  trewth  and  conscience  wyll  yet  it  to  be  redressed 
after  conscience  to  the  intent  aforesayd.  Sealed  by  the  two  arbitrators 
and  gyven  at  Whalley.” 

The  other  deed  is  a Transcript  of  a Fine,  levied  at  Lancaster,  on 
Monday  after  the  Feast  of  the  Assumption  of  B.  M.  V.,  31  Henry  VIII, 
1539,  before  Sir  John  Porte,  Knt,  and  John  Hynde,  one  of  the  King’s 
Justices,  &c.  “ Edmund  Assheton,  Esq.,  Quer.,  and  Robert  Shakerley, 

Gen.,  Defor.,  concerning  4 messuages,  100  acres  of  land,  20  acres  of 
meadow,  100  acres  of  pasture,  20  of  turf,  20  of  moor,  with  their  app’ts 
in  Hapton,  Huncote,  Pudyam  and  Burtwisell  — Edmund  having  had  the 
same  of  the  gift  of  said  Robert  the  latter  quit  claims  all  right  therein  to 
the  said  Edmund  and  his  heirs  for  ever  And  the  said  Robert  also 
acknowledges  that  a tenement,  a mark  of  silver  4 acres  of  meadow  20 
acres  of  pasture  and  8 acres  of  wood  situate  in  Hapton  which  William 
Berdesay  and  Ann  his  wife  held  for  their  joint  lives  de  hereditate  of  the 
said  Robert  will  after  the  death  of  the  said  Ann  revert  to  the  said  Robert 


* Jolin,  in  the  printed  abstract. 
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and  his  heirs  and  which  tenement  and  lands  the  said  Robert  vests  in  the 
said  Edmund  Assheton  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  to  be  held  of  the  chief 
lord  of  the  fee  by  the  services  accustomed.  Warranty  given.”  (La?ic.  MSS.) 

Edmund  Assheton  here  named  died  in  1542,  34  Henry  VIII,  having 
by  his  wife,  Johane  or  Jane,  daughter  and  ultimately  coheiress  of  Sir  James 
Haryngton  of  Wolfage,  Knt,  a son  and  successor,  James,  born  in  1494, 
being  of  the  age  of  24  in  1518,  at  the  death  of  his  mother,  and  aged  48 
at  his  father’s  death.  A quit  rent  was  payable  by  Sir  John  Towneley, 
in  1535,  to  Edmund  Assheton  and  Robert  Shakerley  and  also  to  Nicholas 
Shuttleworth  for  lands  in  Hapton.  And  Edmund  Assheton  held  mes- 
suages and  lands  in  Shuttleworth  in  1542  (P.  M.  I.),  of  Richard  Towneley, 
the  elder,  by  a rent  of  ix*  and  v broad  arrow  heads.  This  sum  includes 
the  two  items  in  the  text,  and  proves  that  Assheton,  at  his  death,  was 
the  owner  of  Shakerley’s  lands.  He  is  said  elsewhere  to  have  held  lands 
in  Netherhey  and  Shotelesworth  of  the  King,  by  reason  of  the  attainder 
of  the  Abbot  of  Whalley.* 

esse  h'ofte^'  i.e.,  Ash-croft. 

15  jSfy colas  Shetyllwof'th^'  was  probably  son  and  heir  of  Laurence 
Shuttleworth  of  Gawthorp,  and  if  so  the  connection  between  that  house 
and  the  parent  stock  is  preserved.  Henry,  the  youngest  son  of  Nicholas 
Shuttleworth,  married  a daughter  of  Sir  John  Towneley,  Knt.  See  Pedi- 
gree of  Shuttleworth  of  Gawthorpf  but  the  match  is  not  recorded  in  the 
Towneley  Pedigree. J In  1583  and  1589  venison  was  sent  from  Hapton 
to  Gawthorpe.§ 

^‘de  claroS  The  clear  or  net  sum  after  deducting  payments. 
Bradley. ''  A farm  in  Hapton,  named  in  the  following  deed  in  my 
possession  : 

‘‘  Nov’int  universi  p’  p’sent^  me  Alicia  quond’  uxore^  Gilb’ti  del  legh  in 
mea  pura  viduitate  remisisse  relax.  &c.  pro  me  & hedib’3  meis  Impp’m 
quietu’  clamasse  Johi’  del  legh  filio  Joh’is  del  legh  de  Medulton  heredz 
et  assign,  suis  totu’  ius  et  clameu  quedieo  hui  v’l  aliquo  modo  futur’  hab’re 
in  mea  placea  t’re  cu’  suis  p’tnz  que  vocat’  Bradley  que  Joh’es  Delashutt 
jam  tenet  i villa  de  Hapton  Ita  q’d  nec  ego  p’dicta  Alicie  nec  hered. 
mei  nec  aliquis  p’  me  sen  jure  meo  aliquod  jur  v’l  clameu  in  p’dicta 
placea  t’re  cu  suis  p’tnz  de  cet’o  exig’e  v’l  vendicare  pot’im*  quoiusm®  in 
futur^  Et  ab  oihi  accione  juris  ac  clameu  inde  fuimus  exclusi  Bnppfn 

* Lane.  MSS.,  vol.  xiv,  p.  5.  t Whitaker’s  Whalley,  vol.  ii,  p.  185. 

t Whitaker’s  Whalley,  vol.  ii,  p.  190.  § Shuttleivorth  Acets.,  pt.  i,  pp.  19,  53. 


— et  contra  oes  gentes  warrantizabimz  acquietabimz  et  impfm^  defendem. 
In  cujuSj  &c.  Dat.  die  lune  p’x  post  fest’  Purif’  b’e  Marie  Virginis 
Anno  r.  r.  Ric’i  Sedi  post  conquestu  Anglise,  septimo.  Seal  of  red 
wax,  device,  two  figures,  motto  illegible.  Bradley  is  also  named  in  the 
Inq.  post  Mort.  of  Richard  Towneley,  i6  April  1455,  33  Hen.  VI.  The 
last  will  of  Hugh  Habergam,  of  Bradlegh  in  Hapton,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  husbandman,  made  5 March  1543 — body  to  be  buried  in  the 
hige  queer  in  Pedyam — iii“  iv*^  for  a dirge,  and  for  the  Masse  of  v wowndes 
of  our  Lord  to  be  said  for  my  sawle  by  Syr  harre  Crauen  of  Hapton  in 
Whawley  Church,  one  mark  — and  a stone  to  be  lade  ou’  faders  graue 
wher  fader  and  moder  ly  in  the  quere  at  Padyam — to  the  mendyng  of 
brig  ik — to  my  broder  Jhon  hys  chyldre  among  them  iii.-iv*^,  and  m.y  god 
chyld  to  haue  a grote  more,  to  be  bestowed  on  a drynkyng  at  my 
forth  brynging  a noble — to  my  Sonn  James,  my  tak  in  Hapton  from 
my  good  Maystr  Syr  John  Towneley,  to  Thomas  Robarte  a shepe  to 
hys  wyfe  my  dowter  a kyrtle  of  russete * 

“ Thofnas  RobartP  Edmund  and  Edward  Robert  occur  in  Hapton 
in  the  Whalley  Easter  Roll  in  1552,  (p.  5,)  and  Thomas  Robert  of 
Burnley,  in  1569,  received  Robert  Nowell’s  benefaction,  (p.  348.)  Pro- 
bably the  man  named  above  in  Habergam’s  Will. 

‘‘  The  colly7i  JiorseT  Burnley  seems  to  have  been  noted  for  its 
public  amusements  both  before  and  after  the  Reformation.  The 
inhabitants  discontinued  some  of  them  with  reluctance,  and  on  the  first 
opportunity  revived  them,  to  the  great  indignation  of  such  zealous 
Church  Reformers  as  Mr.  Edmund  Assheton  of  Chaderton,  who  had 
property  and  authority  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  whose  views  on  Church 
questions  were  totally  opposed  to  Sir  John  Towneley’s.  There  is  an 
interesting  letter  on  the  subject  addressed  in  1580  by  ]\Ir.  Assheton  to 
his  friend  and  fellow-magistrate  Mr.  ffarington  of  Worden,  urging  him 
to  use  his  great  influence  for  the  suppression  of  “ the  sturres  att  Brunley 
about  Robyn  hoode  and  the  May  games,”  the  people  having  “re\7ved 
their  former  follie  and  lewde  sportes,”  whilst  the  Justices  did  not  mean 
to  allow  “ olde  customes.”  t One  of  these  old  customs  is  named  in  this 
Roll,  and  refers  to  an  ante-Reformation  legend  which  was  the  subject  of 
a popular  pageant  or  dramatic  representation  exhibited  on  the  Feast  of 

* Lane.  MSS.,  Wills,  p.  117. 

t ffarington  Papers,  Append.,  p.  128,  Chetham  series. 


Notes. 


17 


Epiphany.*  Warton  says  that  the  clergy,  finding  that  the  buffoons  who 
attended  Merchants  at  Fairs  attracted  the  notice  of  the  people  to  a 
degree  not  to  be  suppressed  even  by  the  fear  of  excommunication, 
instead  of  profane  mummeries  presented  them  with  stories  from  the 
Bible,  which  were  probably  first  performed  by  the  Monks, t but  parish 
clerks  were  afterwards  the  active  agents  in  these  mysteries  and  morali- 
ties; J the  chief  of  which,  in  the  north  of  England,  was  the  Corpus  Christ! 
pageant.  John  Paslew,  afterwards  the  last  Abbot,  and  Christopher  Smith, 
the  last  Prior,  of  Whalley,  both  of  them  friends  and  contemporaries  of 
Sir  John  Towneley,  became  brethren  of  the  York  Corpus  Christ!  Guild 
on  the  same  day  in  1492,  and  several  other  Lancashire  clerks  and  lay- 
men were  enrolled  at  various  times  amongst  that  distinguished  body.§ 

In  the  churchwardens’  accounts  of  S.  Laurence,  Reading,  Anno  1499, 
is  this  entry ; “ Payed  for  hors  mate  for  the  horsys  of  the  Kings  of 
Colen  (Cologne)  on  May-day,  vik”||  In  Nares’  Glossary  there  is  an 
account  of  the  Three  Kings  of  Colen,  Collen,  or  Coloyn.lF  When 
King  Charles  the  Second  was  a fugitive  hiding  in  Mr.  Whitgreaves’ 
house,  Moseley  Court,  a messenger  came  with  the  cheering  news  that 
three  Kings  had  espoused  his  cause,  and  were  coming  to  his  assistance. 
“I  know  not  what  three  Kings  they  can  be,”  said  ‘‘the  merrie  Monarch,” 
“unless  they  be  the  Three  Kings  of  Cologne The  origin  of  the  pay- 
ment by  Sir  John  Towneley,  here  recorded,  has  not  been  discovered. 

20  Jghtenhill  f kel^ — This  estate  was  settled  by  Sir  John  Towneley 

for  the  use  of  his  son  and  heir-apparent  Richard,  whose  son  Sir  Richard, 
by  will  dated  26  July,  1553,  having  no  surviving  issue  male,  devised  to 
his  cousin  John  Towneley,  son  and  heir  of  Charles  Towneley,  deceased, 
“a  close  called  Ightenhull  P’ke  (comprising  690  acres),  with  the  mills  of 
Brunley,  Paydham,  and  Clethero,  and  the  parke  aforesaid  and  Myll 
which  I have  by  leace  of  o"  Sovreigne  lorde  the  Kynge,  and  all  the  Tythes 
I have  in  the  sayd  County  of  Lancaster  and  yf  I dye  without  heyres 
male  of  my  bodye  laghfully  begotten  also  several  taks  & leases  of  lands 

* Archbishop  Trench  on  The  Star  of  the  Wise  Men.  S.  Matt,  ii,  i,  1850. 

f Hist,  of  Poetry,  vol.  i,  p.  240;  vol.  ii,  pp.  367-374. 

4 Hawkins’  Hist.  Music,  vol.  iii,  p.  527. 

§ Hist.  Corpus  Christi  Guild,  p.  132.  Surtees  Soc. 

I!  Coates’  Hist,  of  Reading,  p.  214. 

Nares’  Glossary,  p.  96,  4to,  1822. 

**  Macaulay’s  Hist,  of  England. 

D 


i8 


Notes. 


and  Titlies  w* * * §"**  I have  from  Sir  Richard  Sherburne  and  Sir  John  Nevill 
Knights,  and  Thomas  hesketh,  and  Robert  Dalton,  esquyers.”* 

Vicar  of  Rachedale.  Sir  Gilbert  Haydock,  clerk,  vicar  of  Roch- 
dale, was  the  second  son  of  Simon  Haydock  of  Hesandford,  in  Burnley, 
who  acquired  the  estate  of  Hesandford  by  marriage  with  the  heiress  of 
the  old  feudal  family  of  Stansfield,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury, t Evan  Haydock,  the  eldest  brother  of  Sir  Gilbert,  married  Ellen, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Towneley,  Knt.,  from  whom  he  was  divorced,  and 
in  the  5 Edw.  VI.  she  prosecuted,  in  the  Duchy  Court,  Simon  Haydock 
and  Gilbert  Haydock,  clerk,  trustees,  for  lands  and  hereditaments  settled 
upon  her  on  her  marriage.^  On  the  15th  July,  1531,  Sir  John  Towneley 
appointed  him  being  then  described  as  “ capellanus,”  along  with  William 
Langley,  clerk,  and  three  influential  laymen  ffeoffees  of  his  estates.  § 
Haydock  had  probably  been  Sir  John’s  Chaplain  at  Ightenhill  or  Hapton, 
where  he  had  domestic  chapels,  and  Sir  Gilbert,  as  appears  from  this 
rental,  had  obtained  a lease  of  lands  in  the  former  place  worth  iih‘  a year. 
In  the  preceding  year  he  occurs  as  vicar  of  Rochdale,  and  in  1534  as 
Rural  Dean  of  Blackburn,  to  which  office  he  was  appointed  by  Rowland 
Lee,  LL.D.,  Bishop  of  Lichfield.  The  office  in  that  year  was  worth  in  proof 
of  Wills  and  casual  farm  leases  20s.  per  annum,  and  a pension  of  8/. 
annually  by  composition  out  of  the  Deanery  of  Blackburnshire  was  paid 
to  Gilbert  Haydock,  clerk.  Vicar  of  Rochdale,  by  the  Abbey  of  Whalley. 
Liber.  Regis.  The  Dean  was  empowered  to  watch  over  the  clergy  of 
his  deanery,  but  we  may  hope  that  nothing  was  said  in  his  commission 
about  celibacy  or  concubinage.  As  he  had  g7'a7idchildren  in  1553,  and 
does  not  name  his  wife,  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  afterwards  correctly 
describes  his  unhappy  offspring  in  his  will.  Edward  the  Sixth  repealed 
the  laws  and  canons  which  required  the  clergy  to  live  in  celibacy, 
although  some  of  the  clergy  had  evidently  previously  disregarded  them 
and  married.  Southey  observes  that  “ nothing  in  the  course  of  the 
Reformation  gave  so  much  offence  to  the  Papists,  and  there  is  no  topic 
to  which  Sir  Thomas  More  in  his  controversial  writings  reverts  so 
frequently,  or  treats  with  so  much  asperity,”  (|  as  the  marriage  of  the 

* Lane.  MSS..,  vol.  xiv,  p.  95. 

4 Hist,  of  Whalley,  vol.  ii,  p.  176. 

4 Ibid-,  and  Introduction,  ante. 

§ Lane.  Inqnis.,  vol.  iii,  p.  357. 

jj  Book  of  the  Chnreh,  C.  xiii,  p.  301. 
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clergy.  In  1533  Thomas  Hawker  was  his  “ conduct  ” or  curate  at  Roch- 
dale. Feb.  5,  1537,  John  Hopwood  of  Hopwood,  Esq.,  and  Gilbert 
Haydock,  vicar  of  Rochdale,  witnessed  an  award  made  by  Sir  Richard 
Assheton  of  Middleton,  Knt,  Steward  to  the  Earl  of  Sussex,  of  lands  in 
dispute  between  Thomas  Chetham  and  Edmund  Chaderton  of  Nuthurst, 
Gent.  In  1547,  he  answered  Bishop  Bird’s  visitation  “call.”  On  the 
13  Feb.,  29  Hen.  VIII,  James  Schofield  of  Schofield,  gent,  and  Thomas 
Chadwick  of  Healey,  gent,  are  bound  to  Thomas  Chetham  of  Nuthurst, 
gent,  to  abide  the  award  of  Edmund  Hopwood  of  Hopwood,  Esq., 
and  Mr.  Gilbert  Haydock,  clerk,  vicar  of  Rochdale,  for  all  manner 
of  variances  between  them.''^  On  the  12th  Oct,  1552,  the  King’s 
Commissioners,  Trafford,  Holcroft,  and  Holt,  Knights,  delivered  to 
Gilbert  Haydock,  priest,  vicar  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Rachdale,  and 
to  the  churchwardens  there  (and  to  four  priests  of  the  chapels  within 
the  parish),  two  Copes,  seven  vestments,  three  altars  furnished  with  all 
manner  of  altar  cloths,  two  candlesticks  of  brass,  one  censer,  one  cross 
brass,  parcel  gilt,  a pair  of  organs,  three  chalices,  five  great  bells,  and 
two  hand  bells,  all  belonging  to  the  Parish  Church  of  Rachdale.  He 
signed  his  name,  in  a small  running  hand,  “gylbert  haydocke  vicar/’  and 
on  his  seal  is  engraved  the  letter  H.t  His  will  is  dated  February  15, 
1553-4,  and  he  describes  himself  as  Vicar  of  Rachdale,  and  desires  to 
be  buried  in  the  church  there.  His  debts  paid  — he  proceeds  : “ I wyll 
and  bequeth  y'  resydu  of  all  my  goodes  unto  thos  pore  chyldren  here 
nowe  dwellinge  in  my  howse  vnto  whom  I am  Father  and  Graundfather 
to  be  devyded  amongst  them.  And  of  this  my  p’sente  test’ment  I make 
& ordeyne  Johne  my  bastarde  dowter  and  Ann  the  dowter  of  Rychard 
Haydock  my  bastarde  Son  my  execuP".”  In  the  inventory,  amongst 
debts  owing  by  the  testator,  “ ii‘‘  to  henry  Coltehurst  of  maryage  money, 
unpayed  of  xx* * * §'.”  Proved  at  Chester. J 

'‘'■John  Spens*'!'  Laurence  Spenser,  deceased,  held  a mess,  and 
tenement  in  Ightenhill  Park  before  1593. § For  this  family  see  Lane.  MSS. 

23  “ hone  mallardsP  Where  this  number  of  78  wild  ducks,  or  rather 
drakes,  would  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Burnley  noiv  is  a 

* Lane.  MSS.,  vol.  xxxvi,  p.  26,  “Vicars  of  Rochdale.” 

f Lane.  Church  Goods,  tpe.  Edw.  VI.,  Mr.  J.  E.  Bailey,  F.  S.A. 

X Lane,  Wills,  vol.  xxvii,  p.  87. 

§ Shuttleworth  Acet.,  vol.  iv,  p.  982,  note. 
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question  not  easily  answered.  The  swajnps  and  marsh  lands  of  the 
sixteenth  century  no  longer  exist  there.  Capons,  fowls  and  mallards, 
would  supply  the  tables  on  the  great  festivals  of  the  Church,  and  friends 
and  relatives  would  be  regaled  with  beverage  the  produce  of  the  house, 
farm  and  cellar,  after  the  fashion  of  a respectable  antiquity,  rather  than 
with  the  wine  of  some  foreign  vintage. 
my  masfr.”  Sir  John  Towneley. 

25  « Terthez'.'  Probably  the  predial  tithes,  arising  from  the  fruits  of 
the  earth,  of  which  Sir  John  paid  xx* * * §  and  his  respective  tenants  their 
shares  to  the  rector. 

26  holeP  whole. 

27  Abbott  of  Whatley John  Paslew,  B.D.,  Abbot  from  1507  to 
the  1 2th  March,  1536-7,  Avhen  he  was  executed,  after  a trial  at 
Lancaster,  on  a charge  of  treason.*  Sir  John  Towneley’s  name 
occurs  amongst  the  tenants  at  wall  in  the  Survey  of  the  Abbey  Lands 
made  for  the  King,  28  Hen.  VIII.,  1537.  He  held  a house,  a garden, 
and  four  acres  of  arable  land  and  one  of  meadow  in  Burnley,  of  the 
Abbot  and  Convent.  The  rent,  being  unknown,  is  omitted.f  It  is 
here  said  to  be  due  as  tithe,  w'hich  item  is  not  included  in  the  Royal 
Survey. 

23  “ astref  the  Feast  of  Easter. 

29  ^^ffely  closer  Elis  Nutter  dyd  passe  his  good  wall  of  a certeyn  close 
called  filliclose  unto  S'"  John  Townley  Knyght  for  xxvb  & viiP  duringe 
his  life.  Dated  22  Henry  VHI.  :j  and  Sir  Richard  Towneley  of 
Towneley,  Knt.,  by  wall,  dated  26th  July,  1553,  says  : “ I give  a certain 
close  called  Eilley  close  to  Henry  Towneley  Son  and  heir  of  Laurence 
Towneley  Esq.  deceased,  Bernard  Towmeley  Son  and  heir  of  John 
Towneley  Esq.  deceased,  Thomas  Towneley,  and  John  Aspeden,  Brest, 
who  shall  stand  seized  and  enfeoffed  of  the  said  Lands  called  Eilley 
Close,  to  the  heirs  male  of  my  body  lawfully  begotten  in  tail  male  ; but 
if  it  please  God  that  I die  without  heirs  male  then  to  stand  seized  of 
the  said  lands  to  the  use  of  John  Towmeley,  Son  of  Charles  Towneley 
and  his  heirs  male  for  ever.”  § 

* Whitaker’s  Whatley^  vol.  i,  p.  109. 

t Coucher  Book,  vol.  iv,  p.  1221. 

X Towneley  Evid.,  fol.  99  and  114. 

§ Lane.  MSS.,  vol.  xiv,  p.  95. 
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John  Banestrt'  and  William  Banesf  afterwards  named,  were 
probably  sons  of  Nicholas  Banastre  of  Altham,  by  his  wife  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Towneley,  Knt.  Both  held  their  farms  under 
their  grandfather.  John  Banastre  died  29  Hen.  VIII,  and  was  a substan- 
tial tenant,  as  he  stocked  his  farm  and  paid  an  annual  rent  of  7/.  65.  8^. 
John  Banastre,  Gent,  probably  a relative,  on  Sunday  next  after  the 
Feast  of  S.  Thomas  the  Martyr  A°  1514  deposed  before  Christopher 
Smith,  the  Prior,  in  Whalley  Church  in  a case  of  Divorce  between  John 
Bulcok  and  Agnes  niece  of  Sir  John  Hoghton  [of  Pendleton?],  that  he 
married  the  Mother  of  the  said  Agnes  and  knew  the  parties — Bulcok  for 
40  years — that  motion  was  made  for  the  marriage  of  Bulcok  and  Agnes, 
by  Laurence  Towneley  Esq  (of  Barnside)  and  Henry  his  Son  in  the  garden 
of  Nycholas  Wilson  of  Colne  on  Monday  next  after  Dominica  in  albis, 
last,  and  she  consented  but  told  the  women  she  did  it  through  fear  of  her 
friends,  some  of  whom  were  monstrously  cruel  and  unjust  towards  her,  and 
to  save  her  Lands.  Mayster  Towneley  said  roughly  to  her,  “ Thou  art 
noght  and  a beggarlye  wolt’.  thou  be  & yf  thou  forsakest  thys  rych  man 
tak  me  never  for  thy  frend  but  gett  thee  fast  from  me  & out  of  my  howse 
for  I wyll  be  as  modi  thy  foe  as  I have  bene  thy  frende”  & all  the  nyght  he 
tryed  to  persuade  her,  and  she  came  & sayd  to  Katherine  Baxter  “Alas  ! 
Katryne  I am  undone  for  my  frends  woll  make  & compel  me  to  have  John 
Bulcok  and  by  my  trouth  I had  lever  dy  then  have  hym  for  I never 
loved  hym  ne  never  wyll  do  & so  I pray  yo  here  me  record  hereafter  for 
I woll  never  tarry  wyth  hym  when  I am  weddyt.”  She  mutilated  her 
breast  that  she  might  not  consent  to  cohabit  with  him.  Bulcok  was  an 
old  man  and  Agnes  about  20.  The  Towneleys  were  the  instigators, 
and  gained  their  point.  Various  witnesses  corroborated  the  unhappy 
girl’s  sad  statements,  but  the  marriage,  strange  to  say,  was  afterwards 
declared  valid  by  the  Court  of  York,  31  July  1514,  and  a Divorce,  for 
which  the  young  wife  and  her  friends  petitioned,  was  not  granted."^ 

John  Kayt'  a near  relation  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Charles  Towneley, 
second  son  of  Sir  John.  See  Derby  Household  Books,  pp.  198-9,  notes. 
Cheth.  series. 

JoJm  Towneley named  in  the  will  of  Sir  John  Towneley  as  his 
natural  or  illegitimate  brother,  both  bearing  the  same  Christian  name. 
His  base  son  Bernard  was  ancestor  of  Towneley  of  Hurstwood. 


Lane.  MSS.,  vol.  xxii,  pp.  490-1. 
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mylnezP  These  four  mills,  viz.,  Burnley  Mill,  Padiham  Water 
Mill,  Clivacher  INIill,  and  Walforden  Mill,  all  occur  in  the  Towneley 
Evidences,  pp.  94,  143,  145.  The  small  rents  due  from  these  four  corn 
mills  to  the  Abbots  of  Whalley  are  omitted  in  the  Royal  Survey  of  the 
Abbey  possessions  taken  in  the  year  1537.* 

“a  mettet'  a strike,  or  bushel  of  oatmeal.  “Four  mettes  and  a 
peke  of  whette”  were  sold  at  Preston  in  February  159 1-2  for  xv*  ix'^.t 
“ the  fferme',''  i.e.,  the  rent. 

Gse,'^  “le  Geez  alias  Gez  close  “Item,  a close  of  pasture 
called  the  jez,  containing  by  estimation  xvii  acres.” § “Padiham 
Guies  ” was  the  name  of  a field  in  which  William  Haydock,  a Monk  of 
■\\Talley,  was  hanged  on  the  13th  March,  1536-7,  the  day  after  the 
execution  of  his  Abbot.  ||  Dr.  Whitaker  thought  that  the  word 

“ guies  could  only  mean  green,”  IF  but  might  it  not  signify  the  goose 
field  or  close  ? 

sont  ghiste,''  the  summer  agistment,  after  grass  or  eddish,  for 
cattle,  the  winter  agistment  being  for  sheep. 

^ “ odinastr  uj^permost. 

“ hestgate  in  edishet'  the  food  for  one  beast,  or  ox,  after  the  mowing. 
Sometimes  called  the  winter  pasturage, 
oats. 

Sumah'  It  would  be  x’*  iiii*  ii'^ 

Deduct  payments  iF  xiib  iv*^ 

vii^'  X*  x**  as  stated. 

“ wagst'  wages. 

^'■ten  /others  of  hay h'  Fodder,  a horse  load,  about  19  cwt.  each. — 
Halliwell. 

the  crokst'  timber  staves  or  crooks  on  which  hay  was  carried  to 
the  barn  in  places  where  the  roads  rendered  wains  or  carts  inaccessible. 
“ Aj'A,”  local  taxes,  or  lays  levied  upon  the  lands  for  local  purposes. 

lonezt'  lanes. 

the  old  fket'  and  y^  litle  fke''  may  simply  signify  enclosures, 

* Vide  Coiuher  Book. 

+ Shuttlework  Accounts,  pt.  i,  p,  71,  Chetham  series. 

t C one  her  Book  of  Whalley  Abbey,  vol.  iv,  p.  1176.  § Ibid,  p.  1184. 

11  Hist.  Whalley,  vol.  i,  p.  109.  ^ Ibid,  p.  109,  note. 
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although  the  license  for  lands  being  emparked  at  Towneley  is  dated 
6 Hen.  VII.  No  deer  are  named  in  this  rental,  nor  was  a park  men- 
tioned in  the  two  great  surveys  of  the  demesne  in  1603  and  1612. 

the  chapel  leeP  land  which  at  one  time  had  obviously  been 
connected  with  some  religious  foundation.  The  domestic  chapel  within 
the  hall  might  have  a small  recognised  endowment.  On  the  loth 
January  1454  a Licence  was  granted  to  John  Towneley  of  Towneley 
Gent,  to  have  a suitable  Oratory  within  his  dwelling  house  at  Towneley, 
Clevacher  and  Bretwesley,  and  Masses  and  other  divine  services 
celebrated  by  fit  Chaplains,  in  his  presence  and  in  the  presence  of  his 
family  and  servants  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield.* 
The  Chapel  at  Hapton  had  also  a licensed  Chaplain  as  on  the  5th 
November  1497  John  Yngham  was  ordained  at  Lichfield  “adtitul. 
mon.  de  Whalley  sub  deacon  secular,”  f and  on  the  5 June  1501  James 
Yngham  was  ordained  on  a similar  title  “ad  stipend.  Joh’is  Townley.”^ 
In  a List  of  the  Clergy  of  the  Deanery  of  Blackburn,  without  date, 
but  before  the  Reformation,  occurs  the  name  of  “ Dom.  Rob’tus  Yngham 
ex  p’visione  Joh’is  Towneley,”  and  opposite  his  name  is  written  “no 
het  stipend,”  § but  why  it  was  unpaid  is  not  stated.  He  was  at 
Burnley.  Henry  Craven  Capell,  living  in  1524  in  Whalley,  had  probably 
been  Chaplain  to  Sir  John  Towneley  at  Hapton,  as  he  was  living  there 
in  1543,  but  the  evidence  is  not  quite  conclusive.  1|  There  is  little 
doubt  that  he  is  the  Priest  named  as  being  “ suspected  of  Religion,” 
in  the  following  Letter  of  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  and  had  most  likely 
been  harshly  treated  by  some  persons  whose  creed  at  least  condemned 
their  inhumanity.  Craven  was  a very  common  name  at  Whalley,  and 
amongst  the  tenants  who  held  Abbey  Lands  in  and  before  1537,  occur 
the  names  of  seven  men  called  Craven,1f  and  in  1552  some  of  them  paid 
the  Easter  Dues  in  Whalley.'^^ 

Bishop  Chaderton  and  others  — 

“To  our  louinge  frendes  S"  Richard  Sherburne  Knight,  Richard 
Assheton  Esquier,  and  Edward  Braddell  gent.,  and  to  eu’ry  of  yo".”  ft 
“ After  our  very  hearty  commendacons— Where  we  are  certenly  and 

* Reg.  Close,  p.  72,  Lane.  MSS. 
t Lane.  MSS.,  Liehf.  Papers.  J Lbid. 

§ Lane.  MSS.,  vol.  xxii,  p.  256.  H Lbid.,  and  see  p.  16,  ante. 

H Coueher  Book,  vol.  iv,  appendix.  **  Chetham  MiseelL,  vol.  v. 

ft  Lane.  MSS.,  vol.  xxii,  p.  326. 
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for  a very  truthe  enformed  that  one  henrie  Craven,  a Priest  in  his  lyfe 
tyme  suspected  of  Religion  was  buryed  of  late  in  y®  Chauncell  of  the 
p’ish  churche  of  Whawley  in  the  night  season  soe  verie  secretlie  and 
privilie  that  dyvers  murmur  att  it  and  verily  thinke  that  Masse  and 
Dirige  or  other  Popish  Service  was  sayd  at  his  Buriale  to  the  reproche 
of  the  ecclesiasticall  officers  as  not  having  due  regarde  to  that  parte  of  the 
Diocesse  whych  is  the  worst  thought  of  by  Reason  of  soche  matters  and 
hath  purchased  some  sclaunders  We  therefore  have  thought  well  for 
the  tryall  of  the  trueth  in  this  behalf  to  requier  yo"  and  nev’  thelesse  to 
giue  yo"  aucthoratie  to  call  before  yo’"  or  any  two  of  yo"  at  such  place 
and  tyme  as  shall  to  yo"  or  any  two  of  yo"  be  thought  meete,  the  Viccar 
of  the  saide  Church  and  also  the  p’ish  Clerke  of  the  same  and  the 
Churchwardens  and  all  and  ev’ry  other  such  p’sons  as  uppon  due 
examina’con  shalbe  thought  to  be  doers  in  the  matter  or  privie  or 
knowinge  of  the  same  and  to  take  their  sev’all  answeres  in  writinge 
upon  their  othes  to  the  Articles  and  Interrogatories  enclosed  and  the 
same  Answers  and  what  yo“  further  can  learne  touching  the  contents  of 
the  said  matter  to  certify  unto  us  or  other  o"  associats  at  Chester  betwixt 
this  and  the  xx“*  daie  of  Maii  nexte  cominge  under  yo' hands  and  sealles 
as  wee  trust  yo".  And  thus  wee  bid  yo"  hartily  farewell,  at  Chester  the 
iiii**’  day  of  this  instant  December  1573. 

Youer  louenge  frendes 

Will.  CestreS. 

Rob^  Leche. 

Willm  Gerrard,” 

The  substance  of  the  reply  follows  : 

“ S'r  George  Dobson,  Vic''  deposed  that  S'  Henry  Craven  was  born  and 
died  in  the  Parish  of  Whalley  but  knew  not  whether  any  Priest  visited 
him  or  who  buried  him.  The  Parish  Clerk  had  one  key  of  the  Church 
and  the  Vicar  the  other. 

Ralph  Cnlle7i,  the  Parish  Clerk,  aged  56,  said  that  Sir  Henry  ‘deed’ 
at  his  mother’s  house  and  that  no  bells  were  tolled  for  him  nor  Priest 
sent  for  to  his  knowledge.  He  heard  say  that  Sir  Henry  was  brought 
in  the  night,  after  he  was  dead,  to  the  Church  steele  on  a man’s  back 
in  a Sack  and  from  thence  carried  on  a man’s  back  into  the  Church 
(“  as  the  manner  of  our  country  is  ”)*  The  man’s  name  was  Mollyngton 

* Romeo  and  Juliet,  act  iv,  sc.  i,  1.  109. 
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and  two  others  were  with  him,  one  Edmond  Lord  and  one Nowell. 

The  Clerk  was  privy  to  his  burial  and  in  the  absence  of  the  Vicar  buried 
him  himself  upon  Monday  in  the  Whitson  week  at  xi  of  the  clock  at  night. 

“ George  Shuttleworth^  Uncle  of  the  said  Henry,  aged  64,  heard 
that  the  body  was  carried  in  a Sack  on  Horseback  and  buryed. 

Agnes  Craven^  widow,  mother  of  the  said  Sir  Henry,  aged  74.  He 
came  to  her  house  about  ten  days  before  his  death  from  the  house 
of  one  Edmond  Lord  and  she  deposed  that  no  Bells  were  tolled  nor 
yet  a ‘ Minister  ’ sent  for,  or  called  to  minister  unto  him  the  ‘ Com- 
munion ' nor  any  other,  to  her  knowledge.” 

It  may  be  inferred  from  this  hideous  description  of  wild  fanaticism 
and  bigotry  that  the  poor  Priest  had  been  supposed  to  recant,  and  that 
his  sincerity  had  been  suspected.  He  was  of  an  influential  family  in 
Whalley,  a native  of  the  village,  lately  connected  with  the  Abbey, 
taught  and  trained  in  its  school,  and  well  thought  of  by  the  Abbot 
and  Convent,  who  had  doubtless  obtained  holy  orders  for  him,  and 
probably  presented  his  relative,  Mr.  Thomas  Craven,  to  the  vicarage  of 
Eccles  a little  before  the  dissolution.  He  had  seen  the  gorgeous  Abbey 
in  its  pride  and  beauty,  and  had  witnessed  its  fall  and  desolation.  What 
a death  bed  was  his  ! How  little  comfort ! how  little  sympathy,  except 
from  his  aged  and  widowed  mother,  and  how  cold  and  hopeless  the  last 
sad  rites  performed  by  the  Parish  Clerk  ! Who  could  wonder  that 
Whalley  parish  should  be  “ the  worst  thought  of”  of  any  place  in  the 
diocese? 

“ castell  hill,''  supposed  to  be  the  site  of  the  earliest  house  of  the 
family,  but  it  is  not  now  to  be  distinguished  by  any  remains.  Whitaker 
says  it  was  situated  southward  from  the  present  mansion,  on  a tall  and 
shapely  knoll  still  denominated  the  Castle  Hill,  and  immediately  adjoin- 
ing to  the  farm  called  Old  House. 

“ hollyn  heugh."  This  was  a portion  of  the  commons  wrongfully 
enclosed  by  Sir  John  Towneley,  6 Hen.  VII.  to  the  injury  of  the  copy- 
holders,  who  doomed  the  spirit  of  the  oppressor  to  wander  in  restless 
misery,  calling  upon  his  successors  to  throw  open  or  disappropriate  the 
lands  in  these  words  : 

Hag  out,  lag  out 

|l?orHah3  and  l^oIUnl^eg  Cloufllj. 

* Living  at  Whalley  6 Edw.  VI.  and  he  and  the  wife  of  Richard  Craven  each  paid 
ii»  vi"*  being  the  two  largest  Easter  offerings  in  Whalley  in  that  year,  which  indicates 
their  good  social  position. — Cheth.  MiscelL,  vol.  v,  pp.  1-2. 
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These  enclosures  were  afterwards  claimed  and  seized  by  the  Crown 
in  right  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  and  in  1603  were  leased  to  the 
Earl  of  Devon.  In  1612,  Horelaw,  being  292  acres,  was  purchased 
from  the  Crown  by  Richard  Towneley,  Esq.,  and  was  worth  at  that  time 
little  more  than  2s.  per  acre.  The  rights  of  the  old  feudal  copyholders 
seem  still  to  have  been  ignored,  and  yet  the  ghost  of  Sir  John  was 
appeased,  although  the  tradition  of  the  “Towneley  ghost”  was  current  in 
1818,  and  may  be  still. 

“ small  asylls,'*  hasels. 

Br'7ishayl'  Brunshaw,  in  a Parliamentary  survey  in  1612,  consisted 
of  1 18  acres,  7 yards  to  the  perch. 

63  « merld  vrithl^  Marled  earth  was  early  and  long  used  as  a manure 
by  good  husbandmen,  owing  to  its  rich  limy  nature. 

“ argam  rodef  The  word  occurs  as  the  organroode  in  the  Towneley 
Evid.,  fob  87.  Organ,  orgeys,  or  ling,  was  the  name  of  a fish.  The 
Fisher  Ing  occurs  before,  p.  7. 

Master  Charles^'  Towneley,  second  son  of  Sir  John,  ob.  v.  p., 
having  married  by  disp.,  dated  20th  Dec.  1527,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 

Kay  of  Rochdale,  and  widow  of  John  Nowell  of  Read,  Esq.,  and 

had  issue  a son  and  heir,  John,  of  Gray’s  Inn,  who  married  Mary,  the 
great  granddaughter  of  Sir  John,  and  perpetuated  the  line. 

Henry  houghiont'  the  third  son  of  John  Houghton  of  Pendleton, 
by  his  wife  Katherine,  daughter  of  Ralph  Catterall  of  Little  Mitton, 
Esq.,  and  widow  of  Henry  Shuttleworth  of  Hacking,  was  closely- 
connected  by  family  ties  with  Sir  John  Towneley.  Sir  John’s  second 
wife  (Catterall)  was  Henry  Houghton’s  aunt.  His  nephew,  William 
Houghton,  married  Margaret,  Sir  John’s  natural  daughter;  and  his 
cousin  Ellen,  daughter  of  George  Houghton,  married  Thomas  Towneley, 
Sir  John’s  natural  son,  from  whom  she  was  divorced.* 

“ Masfr  heskethl'  Grace,  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  and  Dame  Joan, 
and  sister  of  Sir  John  Towneley,  was  the  second  wife  of  Thomas  Hesketh 
of  Rufibrd,  but  had  no  issue.  Their  marriage  covenant  is  dated  25 
Aug.  1492,  and  Johanne  relict  of  Sir  Richard  Towneley  Kt,  Richard 
Langton,  Richard  Sherburne  and  John  Talbot,  Knts.,  are  bound  to 
Thomas  Hesketh,  Esq.,  in  10/.,  and  if  it  happe  that  Grace,  dau.  of  the 
said  Joane  decease  afore  the  Feast  of  the  Nativity  without  issue  to  said 


See  Lane.  V'isitations,  Chetham  series. 
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Thomas,  then  the  obligation  to  be  void.*  He  died  14th  Aug.  1523. 
His  son  and  heir,  Sir  Robert  Hesketh,  married  Grace,  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Towneley.  He  died  8th  Feb.  1539-40,  and  she  2nd  May  1543, 
leaving  two  sons,  Thomas  and  Robert. t 

balte,^'  bailiff.  The  rent  was  due  to  the  King  in  right  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

the  grauet'  the  wood  bailiff. 

“ the  Peter  Money.”  Peter-pence  was  paid  before  the  Reformation 
on  the  Feast  of  St.  Peter  (29th  June)  by  all  families  possessed  of  thirty 
pence  of  yearly  rent  in  land,  out  of  which  they  paid  a penny  to  the 
Pope,  who  claimed  it  as  a tribute  from  England.  This  payment  was 
suppressed  by  Henry  VHL  Sir  John  Towneley  rendered  loyal 
allegiance  to  Rome,  and  was  one  of  the  Pope’s  faithful  sons. 

61  « ye  scoter od  tylth.”  The  latter  is  an  old  word  used  by  farmers,  and 
signifying  tillage  or  tilling.  It  is  a common  saying  in  the  East  Riding  of 
Yorkshire,  “The  land  is  in  fine  tilth,”  or  cultivation,  or,  when  it  is 
poor,  “There  is  no  tilth  in  it.”  Shakspeare  (Cambr.  ed.)  uses  the  word  : 

Contract,  Succession, 

Bourn,  bound  of  land,  tilth,  vineyard,  none. 

Tempest,  act  ii,  sc.  i,  lines  15 1-2. 

Even  so  her  plenteous  womb 
Expresseth  his  full  tilth  and  husbandry. 

Meastire  for  Measure,  act  i,  sc.  4,  lines  43-4. 

Tennyson  has  adopted  the  word,  and,  although  found  in  most  diction- 
aries, its  meaning  has  puzzled  some  of  his  readers.  J 

“ The  School-rood  ” might  be  connected  with  the  Chantry-house 
belonging  to  Towneley,  on  the  west  side  of  Burnley  Church-yard,  and 
afterwards  used  as  a Grammar  School.  § 

* Lane.  MSS.,  vol.  xxxvii,  p.  15.  + /did.,  vol.  xiii,  Hesketh  Fed. 

t Notes  and  Queries,  5 S,  viii,  pp.  68,  197,  379. 

§ Gastrell’s  Not.  Cestr.,  vol.  ii,  pt.  ii,  p.  315,  note  14. 


CORRIGENDA  et  ADDENDA. 


Page  V,  Introduction,  note  (i,  for  “ 1491  ” read  “ 1471.” 

,,  vii,  ,,  note  12,  “ Ecclesiae  ” “ Ecclesia.” 

,,  xxiii,  ,,  note  30,  add  “Her  last  Will  is  dated  October  i,  1551,  wherein 
she  describes  herself  as  ‘ Dame  Anne  wyfe  of  S'"  William  Radclyffe  of 
Ordsall  Knyght  and  late  wyfe  of  S'"  John  Townley  of  Townley 
Knyght’;  she  desires  to  be  buried  within  the  Collegiate  Church  of 
Manchester,  and  bequeaths  ‘ all  that  she  had  from  her  late  husband, 
to  her  now  husband,’  and  appoints  him  her  executor.  Proved  at 
Chester,  September  6,  1565.  {Lane.  MSS.,  vol.  xxvii,  p,  425.)” 

,,  21,  Notes,  note  32,  He  is  named  in  Sir  John’s  Will,  but  only  as  his  “brother.” 

The  inference  is  that  he  was  illegitimate. 

,,  25,  ,,  note  50, “ 6 Hen.  VII.”  “ Hen.  VIII,” 
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Accrington,  xxL 

Ackworth,  Wm.,  Prior  of  Worksop, 
vi-vii. 

Altham,  xxiv,  xxvii. 

Aspden,  John,  Chaplain,  xx*xxi,  20. 
Assheton,  Edm.,  of  Chadderton,  iii,  3,  9, 

13-15,  16. 

James,  15. 

Jane,  15. 

Sir  Ralph,  xxv. 

Sir  Rd.,  19,  23. 

Astre,  Astur  = Easter,  4,  8,  20. 

Asylls  = hazels,  7,  26. 

BALLE  = bailiff,  9,  27. 

Banester,  John,  5,  8,  9,  21. 

Nich.,  21. 

Wm,,  8,  9,  21, 

Barcroft  Bercroft,  Hy. , 12. 

Rob.,  12. 

Tho.,  12-13. 

Wm.  2,  12. 

Baron,  John  and  Law.,  xxi. 

Baxter,  Kath,,  21. 

Bennett,  — , xxii. 

Bentham,  Isabel,  xxi. 

— — John,  xxi. 

Rd.,  4. 

Tho.,  xxi. 

Bestgate  in  Edish,  6,  22. 

Bird,  Bp.  Chester,  19. 

Birtwistle,  iv. 

Ann,  X. 

Oliver,  13. 

Rd.,  of  Huncote,  x,  2,  13. 

Bentley  Wodgrene,  3. 

Blackburn,  xxvii,  xxviii,  xxix. 
Blackburnshire,  W.  of,  iv. 

Bonner,  Bp.,  xxv. 

Boon  hen,  2,  ii. 

Booth,  Abp.  York,  vi. 

Bothe,  James,  2. 

Borthman,  Rd.,  4. 

Braddell,  Ed.,  23. 

Bradley,  3,  15. 

Bregge,  Ed.,  2. 

Bretwesley,  23. 

Brinley,  Alice,  20. 

Brodehed  mine,  xxxiii. 

Brunshaw,  7,  26. 

Bulcock,  John,  21. 


Burnley  (Brunley,  Brinley,  Brindley, 
Bryneley),  iii  seq,  xi,  xx,  xxii, 
xxxi,  8,  9,  18,  20,  23. 

Tenants  and  Rents,  1-2. 

Chantry,  xi,  xiii,  xxi,  27. 

Church,  xi-xii,  xx. 

Games,  16-17. 

Grammar  School,  27. 

The  Hele  hetts  and  Hele  place,  3. 
Lady  Chapel,  xxii,  xxxi. 

Mill,  xxiii,  5,  17,  22. 

The  North  bank,  2. 

Otterhead  land,  2. 

A parish  (so  called),  ii. 

Robinson  land,  3. 

Swamps,  19-20. 

Waste,  xxxii. 

Wood,  2. 

ARVERTON,  xxxii. 

Catterall,  Ralph,  xxiii,  26. 
Catterall,  Ann,  xxiii,  28. 

Chadderton,  Edm.,  vi,  19. 

Bp.  Chester,  23-4. 

Chadwick,  Tho.,  19. 

Chantries,  xiv. 

Charles  II.,  17. 

Chetham,  Tho.,  19. 

Wm.,  2. 

Claro,  de,  3,  15. 

Claton,  Rd.,  1-4. 

Clitheroe,  xvii,  xxii,  xxvi,  xxxiii,  17. 
Cliviger,  iv,  vi,  xxxvi,  5,  22,  23. 

Colet,  Dean,  xiv. 

Collyn  (Cologne),  Horse,  3,  16-17. 

Colne,  xxxiii. 

Colthurst,  Hy.,  19. 

Craven  family,  23, 

Agnes,  25. 

Sir  Hai-ry  (Henry),  Capellanus,  16, 

23  seq. 

Rd.,  25. 

Tho.,  25. 

Cressacre,  Edw.,  Rector  of  Arksey,  vii. 
Croks  (Crooks),  6,  22. 

Cullen,  Ralph,  24. 

Dalton,  jane,  xxxu. 

Rob.,  xxii,  18. 

Wm.,  xxxii. 

Dene,  John,  ii. 
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Dene,  Nich.,  ii. 

Wm.,  I,  II. 

Delashutt,  John,  15. 

Derby,  E.  of,  viii,  xviii. 

Devon,  E.  of,  26. 

Dewhurst,  Giles,  xxvi. 

Dobson,  Sir  Geo.,  24. 

Donockshey,  xxi,  7 ; tenants  and  rents  of, 

6. 

Duckworth,  Tho.,  xxvii. 

Dunkenhalgh  Hall,  xxv,  xxvii,  xxix.  ® 
Dyke,  Sir  P.,  xxviii. 

ECCLES,  25. 

Eddish,  6,  22. 

Edward  VI.,  xxi. 

Erasmus,  xv,  xx,  xxi. 

Estwood,  Jas.,  i. 

Jno.,  i. 

Law.,  I. 

Tho.,  I. 

Extwistle,  xxxii. 

FAEREKILL,  xxi. 

ffarington  Will,  xxix,  16. 
ffely  Close,  its  tenants  and  rentals,  4-5; 
8,  9,  20. 

fferme  = rent,  5,  22. 

Fielden,  xxix. 

Folds,  Wm.,  2. 
ffolds,  Tho.,  4. 

Fothers  = fodders,  6,  22. 

GATEFORD  (Notts),  vii,  xix. 

Gawthorp,  15. 

Gemholle,  2. 

Gerrard,  Wm.,  24. 

Ghiste,  ghistement  = agistment,  6,  8,  22. 
Ghosts,  belief  in,  xi,  26. 

Grammar  Schools,  xiv. 

Grave  = wood  bailiff,  9,  27. 

Grimshaw  (Burnley),  2. 

Grimshaw  (Grymshay),  Geo.,  4. 

Tho.,  13. 

Guies  = green  or  goose,  xix,  5,  6,  7,  22. 
Gwytles,  Tho.,  i. 

HABERGAM,  Hugh,  3,  16. 

Jas.,  16. 

John,  16. 

Lau.,  XX. 

Halsted,  Geo.,  4, 

Grace,  xxL 

Hugh,  xxi. 

Lau.,  2,  12. 

Wm.,  2. 


Hancocke,  Wm.,  4. 

Hapton,  iv,  viii-xi,  xxi,  2,  3,  8,  9,  12, 
Tenants  and  Rents,  2-3. 
Ashcroft,  3,  15. 

Bentley  Wodgrene,  3. 

Bradley,  3,  15. 

Chapel,  23. 

Ghogge  Holmes,  xxi. 

Park,  8. 

Wastes,  ix. 

Haryngton,  Sir  Jas.,  15. 

Harwood  Chapel,  xxviii. 

Haslington,  Wm.,  xxi. 

Hawdley  Hall  (Blkbrn),  xxix. 
Hawker,  Tho.,  Curate,  Rochdale,  19. 
Haydock,  Ann,  xx-xxi,  19. 

Ellin,  xx-xxi,  18. 

Elinor,  xxxii, 

Ewan,  xx-xxi,  xxxii,  18. 

Gilbert,  Sir,  Vicar  of  Rochdale, 

18-19. 

Gile.s,  xxi, 

Jone,  19. 

Mary,  xx-xxi. 

Rd.,  19. 

Simon,  xx,  18. 

William,  xxii. 

Heep,  Laur.,  6. 

Hei,  Christopher,  5. 

Helay,  Nich.,  2,  12. 

Plenry  VI,,  xvi, 

Henry  VIII,,  i se^. 

Hesandford,  18. 

Hesketh,  Mr.,  8,  26. 

Grace,  xxxii. 

Sir  Rob.,  xxxii,  xxxiii,  27, 

Tho.,  xxii,  26. 

Hey,  Tho.,  2. 

Hinnerds,  xxi. 

Ploghton  (Houghton),  Agnes,  21. 

Ellen,  26. 

Henry,  xxxii,  8,  26. 

John,  Sir,  21,  26. 

Wm.,  26. 

Holcroft,  Sirjno.,  19. 

Holden,  Adam,  xxiv. 

Gilbert,  xxiv. 

Grace,  xxiv. 

Sir  Thos,  Clerk,  xxiv. 

Holt  Chapel,  xxviii. 

Hall,  xxvii-xxviii. 

Holt  James,  1-4, 

Sir  Thos.,  19. 

Hop  wood,  Edm.,  19. 

John,  19. 

Horrockford  (Clitheroe),  xxv. 
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Iluncote  Hall,  x. 

Hurstwood  (Burnley)  11-12. 

John,  11-12. 

Wm.,  2,  II. 

Hynde,  John,  14. 

IGHTENHILL,  xi,  4. 

Domestic  Chapel,  xiii. 

Manor,  xvii,  xx,  4,  8. 

Parks,  xvii,  xxii,  xxxiii,  3,  8,  17,  19. 
Ing,  7,  26. 

Ingham  (Yngham),  James,  Priest,  23. 

Humph.,  I. 

Jenet,  xxxi. 

John,  Priest,  xi,  xxx,  23. 

John,  xxi,  I,  4. 

Robert,  i,  23. 

JACKSON,  Eliz.,  xxi. 

Geo.,  xxi. 

Luce,  2. 

John,  xxi. 

Kay  of  Rochdale,  xiii. 

Eliz.,  II. 

John,  xxxii,  5,  8,  9,  2I. 

26. 

Kenion,  Wm.,  Baron  of  Exchequer,  xxi. 

LACYS,  xvii,  xix. 

Lancashire  Agriculture,  xxxiv  seq. 
Lancashire  manners. 

Visitations  of  Heralds,  1530:  xvii- 

xix  ; 1567,  xviii  ; Dugdale’s,  12. 
Langley,  Wm.,  Clerk,  18. 

Langton,  Rd.,  Knt.,  26. 

Lathom  House,  viii. 

Laurence,  Laur.,  xxi. 

Leche,  Dr.  Rob.,  xxiv,  24. 

Lee,  Alex.,  8. 

Edm.,  I. 

John,  I. 

Rowland,  Bp.  Lincoln. 

Legh,  John,  14. 

Nycoll,  14. 

Tho.,  14. 

Leghs,  de  la,  viii,  13. 

del,  Alicia,  15. 

Gilbert,  15. 

John,  13,  15. 

Leland,  John,  xix. 

Leyis  = leys,  6,  22. 

Lichfield,  Bp.  of,  1491,  v. 

Lones  = lanes,  7,  22. 

Lord,  Edm.,  25. 

Lyster,  Tho.,  3, 


ALLARDS,  xix,  4,  19. 

Malom,  Anne,  xxxii. 

Manchester,  28. 

Marriage  of  Clergy,  18. 

Mette  = strike,  5,  22. 

Michael,  Chas.,  xxi. 

Middleton,  xxv. 

Mollyngton,  24. 

Monteagle,  Lord,  xviii. 

Moorhiles,  xviii. 

Mychell,  Wm.,  4. 

NEVILL,  Sir  Jno.,  Knt.,  xxii. 

Rob.,  xxxii. 

Nowell,  Dean  Alex.,  xiii,  ii. 

Elizabeth,  ii. 

Grace,  xiii. 

John,  xiii,  ii,  26. 

— — Maud,  1 1. 

Roger,  xiii. 

25. 

Nutshaw,  tenants  and  rents  of,  6,  7, 
Nutter,  Elis,  20. 

Law.,  2. 

OLDHAM,  Hugh,  xiv. 

Ormeroid,  John,  xxi. 

Organ  rode,  7?  26. 

Orts  (=  leavings,  offal;  cf.  Shakesp. ),  6, 
22. 

Ormskirk,  xxviii. 

Overmast  = uppermost,  6,  22. 

PADIHAM,  xxii,  16. 

Chantry,  xvi. 

Guies,  22. 

High  quire,  16. 

Mill,  xxxiii,  5,  17,  22. 

Parker,  Edw.,  i. 

Eliz.,  xxv-vi,  xxix. 

John,  I. 

Mrs.,  xxv. 

Tho.,  3. 

Paslew,  Abbot,  xi,  xv,  xxiv,  xxxii,  4,  15, 
17,  20,  25,  27. 

Peter  money  (or  pence),  9,  27. 

Pews,  xvii. 

Pilgrimage  of  grace,  xv. 

Pilkington,  Sir  Chas.,  Knt.,  vi-vii, 

Bp.,  xi. 

Edw.,  vii. 

Isabella,  vi. 

Sir  John,  Knt.,  vih 

Pollard,  Geo.,  2. 

Hy.,  5. 

Jas.,  2. 
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Pontalgh,  xxvii,  xxviii,  xxix. 

Porte,  Sirjno.,  14. 

Pylling,  — , 7. 

QHYTTELL,  Rd.,  2. 

Quyssonday,  2-3. 

RABSCHAY  (see  Robertshaw). 

Radclifife,  Alex.,  xxxvi. 

Radcliffe,  Anne,  xxiii,  28. 

Sir  John,  Curate,  Altham,  xxiv. 

Sir  Rob,,  Knt.,  vii. 

Sir  Wm.,  Knt.,  xxiii,  28. 

Read  Hall,  ii. 

Reading,  17. 

Rede,  Robt,  xxxvi. 

Richard  III.,  vi. 

Richmond  and  Derby,  Countess  of,  xv, 
Rishton,  xxviii, 

Ann,  xxviii. 

Edm.,  4. 

Geoffrey,  xxvi. 

John,  xxvii-xxviii. 

Ralph,  xxiv  seq. 

Richd.,  13. 

Roger,  xxiv-xxv. 

Susan,  12. 

Curate  of  Blackburn, _^xxvi. 

Robart  (Robert,  Roberts,  &c. ) 

Agnes,  xxi. 

Edm.  and  Edw.,  16. 

•—  Edw.,  2. 

Hy,,  xxi,  2. 

Jas.  and  John,  xxi. 

Rd.  and  John,  i. 

Tho.,  3,  16. 

Robertshaw  (-shay),  \Vm.,  3,  13. 
Rochdale,  3,  18. 

Roley  (Rowley),  2,  12. 

Rotherham,  Abp.,  xiv. 

Royle,  XXV. 

Ryley,  Tho,,  3. 

SCHOFIELD,  Jas.,  19. 

S chore  = score,  2,  ii 
Shakerley,  3,  13. 

Isabella,  13. 

Robt.,  13-15. 

^ Tho.,  13. 

Sherburne,  Jane,  xxxii. 

Sir  Rd.,  Kt.,  xxii,  xxiv,  18,  23,  26. 

Shore,  Win.,  4. 

Shuttleworth,  13- 1 5. 

family,  13. 

Geo.,  25. 

Hy.,  15,  26. 


Shuttleworth,  Lawn,  15. 

Nich.,  3,  9,  15. 

Ralph.,  xxxiv. 

Simondstone,  x. 

Smith  (Smyth),  Geo.,  5. 

Christopher,  Prior,  17,  21. 

James,  4. 

Rd.,  LL. B,,  Rector,  Bury,  xxv-xxvi. 

Sir  Stephen,  xxi. 

Wm.,  2,  3. 

South  worth,  Chn,  v. 

Jone,  V. 

Rd.,  iii. 

Spenser,  Alice,  12. 

John,  4,  19. 

Law.,  19. 

Standish,  Sir  Chas.,  13. 

Stanley,  Ann,  xxvii-xxviii. 

Alice,  xxix. 

Geo.,  Baron,  xxviii. 

James,  xxviii. 

Sir  James,  xxvii. 

Tho.  Lord,  iv-v. 

Stansfield,  Jas.,  14. 

Starkey  family,  x. 

Wm.,  14. 

Sutcliff,  Ann,  xxvi. 

Suttard,  wife  of  Rd.,  4. 

Swane,  James,  i. 

Swaynson,  Nich.,  xxi. 

Swineshey,  xxi. 

TAILYER,  Wm.,  5. 

Talbot,  Alice,  13-14. 

Talbot,  Alison,  14. 

Edm.,  xxviii. 

Isabella,  13. 

John,  xxiv,  xxviii. 

Sir  John,  Knt.,  26. 

Lettice,  13. 

Sir  Thos.,  xxii,  xxv,  xxvii-xxix. 

Wm.,  14. 

Terthes,  4,  5,  20. 

Tilth,  9,  27. 

Trafford,  Edm.,  19. 

Tonge  the  Herald,  xvii-xix. 

Towneley,  iii  seq.,  8,  xi,  xvi. 

Tenants  and  Rents,  7. 

Castle  Hill,  7,  25. 

Chapel  Lee,  7,  23. 

Demesnes,  7. 

Domestic  Chapel,  xii,  xiii. 
Filly-close,  xxii,  4,  20. 

Ghost,  x,  26. 

Hollin  heugh,  7,  25. 

Horelaw,  25-6. 
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Towneley  House,  xi-xii. 

Library,  xii,  xv. 

Moors,  xix. 

Manor,  iv. 

Towneley,  Ann,  xxiii,  xxxiii-iv,  28. 

Bennet,  xxii. 

Bernard,  xii,  20*21. 

Charles,  xiii,  xxi,  xxii,  xxxii,  8,  ii, 

17,  20,  21,  26. 

Charles,  xii. 

Christopher,  xviii,  14. 

Elizabeth,  21. 

Frances,  xxii,  xxxvi. 

Grace,  xxv,  ii,  26. 

Helen,  xxiv  seq. 

Henry,  xxii,  20. 

Isabella,  xxii. 

Joan,  xi,  xxi,  26. 

Jhon,  Esq.,  v,  23. 

Sir  John  (1473-1540)  hi  seq\  his 

ea.rly  life,  v ; marriage,  vi ; children, 
viii ; at  Lathom,  viii ; emparks 
lands,  viii-x,  xii,  xxxv  ; a great 
builder,  xi  seq  ; founds  a chantry  and 
school,  xi ; faith,  xv ; regulates 
sittings  in  Whalley  church,  xvi ; 
intercourse  with  the  herald  Tonge, 
xviii ; immorality,  xxiii ; warfare 
in  Scotland,  xxv  ; divorce,  xxvi  ; 
collector  of  subsidies,  xxix-xxx  ; 
knighted,  xxix ; Justice  of  Peace 
and  Sherilf,  xxx  ; Will,  xxx  seq  ; 
as  a farmer,  xxxv-vi,  death,  xxxvi. 
His  Rent  Roll,  1535*6,  described, 
iii,  xxxiv  seq. 

John,  xxii,  17,  20. 

{alias  Doneley),  xxi. 

(Sir  J.’sbro. ),  xxxiii,  5,  8,  9,  21. 

(of  Gray’s  Inn),  xx-xxii. 

(son  of  Chas.),  xxii,  17,  20. 

Lettice,  13. 

Law.,  iv,  xxii,  20,  2i. 

Margaret,  xxxii,  21,  26. 

Mary,  xxii. 

Nich.,  iv,  xxiv,  13. 

Rich.,  16. 


Towneley,  Rich,,  Sir,  iii  seq,  vii,  xi,  xiii, 
XX,  xxii,  xxvi,  ii. 

Rich.,  Esq.,  XV,  xx*i,  xxiv-v,xxxii- 

iii,  xxxvi,  17, 

Rich.,  Sir,  xx,  xxii,  xxxii-v,  17,  20, 

26. 

Thomas,  xxxiii,  20,  26. 

Trollege,  Tho.,  xxi. 

Tun  worth,  ii. 

RITH  = earth,  7,  9,  26. 

VESTMENTS,  &c, , ecclesiastical, 
xii,  XX,  19. 

WADE,  Rob.,  xxii. 

Walforden  Mill,  5,  22. 
Walmesley,  Sir  Tho,,  xxviii. 

Walschay,  John,  2. 

Walton,  Jas.,  xxi,  2, 

Wersterne  (see  Worstone). 

Whalley  Abbey,  ix,  xi,  xii,  xv,  xxx. 

Abbot,  iv,  xvi,  4,  5,  8,  9,  20. 

Chantry,  xiii. 

Church,  xvi,  24. 

Deans,  v,  xi,  xix. 

Monastery,  xxxii,  20. 

Parsonage,  xxi. 

School,  V,  XV, 

Whitacre,  Nich.,  xxvi. 

Whitaker,  Dr,,  22. 

Willisill,  Tho.,  xxvi. 

Willison,  Tho.,  xxv. 

Wilson,  Johan,  xxi. 

Nich.,  21. 

Wm.,  Clerk,  of  Gandby,  xxi. 

Windson,  S.  George’s  Chapel,  xii. 

Wod,  John,  I. 

Woodroffe,  John,  xxi. 

Woodsettes,  xxxii. 

Worksop,  vi-viii,  xix,  xxxii. 

Worsterne  (Burnley),  2,  ii. 

Wylmslow,  Dr.  Geo,,  xxv. 

^ORK,  Corpus  Christi  Guild,  17. 


